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April 1 – Maundy Thursday Service 
 
April 2 -  Good Friday Prayer Vigil 
            -   Community Witness Walk 
 
April 4 – Easter Services 8:30 & 11:00 
 
April 18 – Contemporary Service 
 
April 23 -  Family Movie Night 
 
April 25 – Lukens-Jackson Sunday 
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My dear friends at Central Church, 
 
Each year pastors communicate with our bishop how we feel about staying in our current 
church or asking to go elsewhere.  This year I thought and prayed about it carefully and 
decided I’d like to give someone else a chance.  I think I have not been very effective at 
giving people new opportunities to serve and to grow at Central and I think someone else 
may be more effective at this. 
 

Our Superintendent Rev. David Masland and our Bishop Susan Hassinger heard my 
request and the bishop will appoint me to Windsor UMC in Windsor, NY.  The 
appointment starts July 1, 2010, so we still have three months together. 
 

Pastor Jan (my wife) asked to go back into pastoral ministry and bishop Hassinger has 
appointed her to Fairview UMC on Robinson Street in (eastern) Binghamton.    
 

We both have very mixed feelings about leaving Central.  The people of Central are 
absolutely wonderful faithful people, ready to serve and grow in faith.  We feel these 
churches are good opportunities for us as the each church’s profile goes well with our 
respective gifts and graces.  In other words, they seem like each is a “good fit” for each of 
us.  We will be near enough to each other to make commuting possible and also in the 
same District.  (Windsor is currently in the Oneonta District, but will become part of the 
Binghamton District when the Upper New York Conference is formed, also on July 1.) 
 

Already the process of finding a new pastor for Central has begun.  The Staff-Parish-
Relations Committee is in charge of making the transition as smooth as possible.  SPR 
has already met several times to advise Rev. Masland about the kind of pastor that would 
best meet the needs and dreams of the Central family.  Already the Cabinet 
(Superintendents and Bishop) has met in a process of prayerful discernment to seek 
God’s will for Central.  The Cabinet is considering SPR’s recommendations comparing 
them with the skills and needs of pastors throughout the Wyoming Conference and 
perhaps even beyond that.  They may quickly sense God’s leading for a certain person or 
it may take many weeks before they have a clear sense of the Holy Spirit’s will for 
Central. 
   

It will be very hard for both Pastor Jan and I to say goodbye to you all.  We do have still 
have Easter, graduates, confirmation, Pentecost and other things to celebrate together in 
the weeks ahead. 

 
Grace and peace, Pastor Doug 
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No Café Central on Easter Sunday  Due to the holiday and the use of Fellowship Hall 
for the Music Appreciation Breakfast, please take note that there will be no Café Central 
offered on Easter Sunday ONLY. 
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  SERMON THEME SCRIPTURES 
 
April 1 

Eating well, 
Washing well 
Living well 

 
Maundy Thursday 

1 Cor 11:23-26 
John 13:1-17, 
               31-35 

 
April 4 

 
To Church: 

To Hope 

 
Easter 

Holy Communion 

 
Philippians 2:1-11 

Luke 24:1-12 

 
April 11 

 
Pastor Jan 
Preaches 

 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

 

 
April 18 

 
Preteen 
Sheep 

 
3rd Sunday of Easter 

 
Psalm 23 

John 10:22-30 

 
April 25 

 
Inside, Outside, 

Topside Worship 

 
4th Sunday of Easter 

Lukens Jackson Sunday 

 
Acts 9:36-43 

Revelations 7:9-17 

 
WORSHIP TIMES  

Sunday – 8:30 & 11:00 
 

 
TV WORSHIP (Ch 4) 

Sunday – 8 a.m. and Monday – 5:30 p.m. 

The 8:30 service is less formal and seldom includes special music 

CHURCH 
NEWS 
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Join us on Sunday, April 18 at 7 pm as 
we gather to celebrate that "Christ is 
Alive!"  We will gather to take a look at 
signs of God's presence around us 
through word and song.  Refreshments 
to follow. Mesage by Pastor Jan and 
music by Living Water Praise band. 
 

If you would like to help with 
advertising, refreshments or serve as 
liturgist, greeter or usher, see Pastor Jan 
or Jeff Heald. 
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Everyone is welcome to come out and 
enjoy this movie night- complete with 
popcorn and lemonade!  Whether you 
have kids or not, this family friendly 
event is a fun time for all!  Once again, 
no cost makes this an affordable night 
out for the whole family!  So please plan 
on joining us Friday, April 23 in the 
dining room at 6:30 pm. 

!	�����!�	��� –�"	�����!�	���
In 2008, Central Church began a new 
program which has the potential to save 
lives in our church and in our 
neighborhood.  Thanks to a generous 
and anonymous donor, we were able to 
purchase and install across from the 
church office near the elevator an 
automated electronic defibrillator 
(AED).  Thanks to Kelly Devine, who 
donated her skills as a certified 
AED/CPR instructor, nearly four dozen 
members and friends of Central trained 
and became qualified to use our AED to 
help someone suffering a cardiac 
emergency in our church or in our 
neighborhood. 
 

Now, in April and June of 2010, we have 
a new opportunity:  Kelly will be 
offering new CPR/AED classes so that 
people who trained in 2008 can renew 
their certification.  Her classes will also 
be open to anyone who would like to 
become certified for the first time.  
Classes will be held as follows: 
     Saturday, April 24  8 - 11 am 
     Wednesday, April 28  6 - 9 pm 
     Saturday, June 5  8 -11 am 
 

All classes will be held downstairs in our 
Fellowship Center.  To ensure that 
everyone who wants to can get certified, 
Kelly has waived most of her usual class 
fee.  The total charge, payable in 
advance, to each class participant will be 
$15, of which $5 is a non-refundable fee 
for issuing a certification card.  Thanks 
again to several generous and 
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anonymous members of Central Church, 
there is some scholarship support 
available for anyone who finds the class 
fee to be a burden.  
 

Whether you are renewing your 
AED/CPR certification or getting 
certified for the first time, we welcome 
you as a class member.  The skills you 
will learn are portable.  You could save a 
life, in Central Church or wherever you 
may be.  To sign up, or with questions, 
please contact the church office. The 
deadline to register for any of the classes 
is Friday, April 16.   
 

 
 

#	
����$%�
����&������
��	����  

Central is recognized as a very 
welcoming church.  On Easter (April 4), 
we want to show this off by "over 
welcoming" participants to the morning 
worship services even before they enter 
our building!  Greeters at the 3 main 
entrances before both the 8:30 and 11am 
services are wanted 30 minutes prior to 
the service.  Please contact Bruce Bishop 
(748-6150, bbishop@stny.rr.com) for 
more information or to volunteer. 
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A long standing tradition at Central is 
that our members form a continuous 
chain of prayer starting at 7am on Good 
Friday (April 2) morning that lasts until 
7pm that evening.  The main sanctuary is 
available for prayer but volunteers can 
pray where ever it is convenient for them 
that day.  Please use the sign-up sheet in 
The Welcome Center if you can 
volunteer at least 30 minutes of your 
time and participate in this event. 
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This community event has been well 
attended by members of Central UMC 
over the last several years.  Meet just 
before Noon on Good Friday (April 2) at 
Seton Middle School (corner of Broad 
and Jefferson in Endicott).   This event 
will happen regardless of the weather 
that day so be prepared for what the 
elements provide.  The journey follows 
"Stations of the Cross" format and 
covers approximately 1.5 miles over a 1 
hour period.  This is a forceful reminder 
of the journey our Lord took on this day 
and how it applies to our modern day 
living.  No sign up is necessary, just 
show up at the appointed time. 
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Maybe that isn’t quite the right verb, but 
this year, we visit Salem, Massachusetts 
along with Boston.  The witch trials 
were more than just an odd chapter in 
church history, they also illustrate a 
number of important principles of faith, 
such as judging others, discernment (vs. 
group hysteria), biblical and traditional 
guides to behavior, not to mention 
church and state issues. 
 

We will be traveling April 5-7 (Monday-
Wednesday) so please pray for us. 
 

Confirmation Sunday is May 16 at the 
11:00 am service. 
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As we have decided some years ago, the 
class has collected $12.50 per person to 
support the various causes in our church 
and community. This has been done in 
replacement of any money-raising 
projects. Class members should make 
checks payable to ‘CUMC – Wesley 
Class’ and forward them to Bob Oney.  
Some main programs that we supported 
in 2009 were as follows: Shepherd’s 
Supper, Children and Teen Bibles, 
Christmas contribution to the Children’s 
Home through Rev. Jan Clark. 
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Like to clown around? (haha)  
We'll be having a Christian clown 
workshop on Saturday, April 17 in the 
dining room. If you're interested in 
becoming a Christian clown, would like 
a refresher class, or would just like more 
information, please come to this 
workshop. We'll start at 10 am and finish 
our day with a performance for family, 
friends, and community at 4 pm. Plan on 
bringing a lunch, a snack to share 
(remember, we are a nut-free church, 
so your lunch and snack should not 
contain any nuts or nut oils), and baggy 
mis-matched clown clothes. Anyone age 
8 to 108 is welcome to attend this 
workshop! And even if you're not 
interested in becoming a clown, your 
presence is requested at the debut of the 
new clowns. The program will only last 
about 45 minutes, but is a really fun time 
and a great way to support a ministry 
within the church. 
To RSVP or for more information, 
please contact Erica Heier (at the church 
office or at erica.heier@yahoo.com). 
 

-�	.����"��+���+��������
We need a sidewalk-size tractor or 
snowplow.  In our last two large 
snowfalls, it took all day to clear the 
snow.  If you have a tractor that you 
could donate to the church, please 
contact the church office. 
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The Lukens-Jackson Committee 
recruited and sent 31 low-income 
children to Sky Lake Camp in the 
summer of 2009.  We appreciate that the 
members of this church contributed the 
money that made it possible for these 
children to attend camp.  In 2010 a basic 
camp at Sky Lake will cost $325.  We 
know of low income children who are 
already eagerly looking forward to being 
at Sky Lake Camp again this summer.   
 

We encourage you to donate to the 
Lukens-Jackson Sky Lake Camp 
Campership Fund to help send low 
income children to Sky Lake Camp this 
summer.  We really need your support.  
Any amount is helpful and you might 
even want to consider giving $325 to 
send one child to camp.  You can mail 
your check to the Lukens-Jackson 
Committee, Central United Methodist 
Church, anytime in April.  Or you can 
put your money in the Lukens-Jackson 
envelope that is in with your box of 
pledge envelopes and place it in the 
offering plate in April.  
 

This year we celebrate Lukens-Jackson 
Sunday on April 25.  The Minute Person 
is Shari Day Garris, a former counselor 
at Sky Lake Camp.  She will talk about 
the value of Sky Lake Camp.  During the 
Children's Time, Pastor Doug will share 
with the children the fun and meaningful 
experiences they can have at Sky Lake 

Camp.  You will be surprised by the Bell 
Choir as they sing the camp song, 
Kumbaya.   
 
Wear your sky lake camp T-shirt on 
Sunday, April 25.  We encourage 
families to attend church that day to 
learn more about Sky Lake Camp.  We 
would like everyone who has attended 
camp to be at one of the services. 
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Last year 14 children and grandchildren 
from this church attended Sky Lake 
Camp.  Some of the camps they attended 
were the Try Camp, a 3 day camp for 
young children, a Creative Arts Camp 
for elementary children, a Beginning 
Canoe Camp for middle school students, 
and the senior high camp. This year 
Pastor Jan Clark is directing the Music 
Camp for 5th to 7th graders and Pastor 
Doug will be a counselor at that camp.  
At the same time there is a Music Camp 
for 8th to 12th graders.  
 

Some of the fun and meaningful 
activities that children do at Sky Lake 
Camp are swimming, boating, hiking, 
singing, cooking out, crafts, meeting 
new friends, and learning about nature, 
God, and each other.   The children 
enjoy the beauty of Sky Lake and the 
forest surrounding it.  
 

We are hoping that church families will 
send their children to Sky Lake Camp 
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for some wonderful experiences this 
summer. A limited number of $80.00 
discounts are available to Central 
Methodist Church children to attend 
camp.  The discount form needs to be 
filled out when applying for camp and 
approved by the committee in order to 
receive the discount. Send the Camp 
Discount Form to the Central Methodist 
Camp Committee at the church. 
  

For those church families who cannot 
afford the full fee, the Lukens-Jackson 
Committee offers camperships for 1st to 
12th graders to attend Sky Lake camp 
based on need. You may request a full or 
partial campership for your child to 
attend camp. 
  

Sky Lake Camp brochures, Campership 
forms, and Church camper discount 
forms are available in the Welcome 
Center.  Sign up soon for camp in order 
to get into the desired camp. 
 

On April 25, at the Sky Lake Camp table 
in Cafe Central, you can get brochures 
with more information about the camp, 
campership forms, and discount forms.  
Bring your child to do a craft at the table 
in Cafe Central. If you have questions 
about camp, call the church office and 
leave your name and your phone 
number. 
Barbara Jones, Chair Lukens-Jackson 
Committee.  Committee members: 
Phyllis Beech, Claire Labbe,  
Shari Garris, Carla Wood 
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The Fellowship Council is sponsoring a 
Road Rally - Covered Dish Dinner on 
Sat May 1 starting at 4:00 PM at the 
Church.  Participants are requested to 
bring a covered dish to pass after the 
race. Desserts and drinks will be 
provided. The Rally will leave from 
Central and by following clues will take 
you to various points in the triple cities.  
Please reserve the date on your calendar 
and plan on joining the fun and after-
Rally fellowship!!  
Questions contact Knud Hansen  
- 754-0882 (khansen3@yahoo.com) 
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Each week, 60-70 people are being 
served at the Shepherd Supper meal on 
Thursdays.  Due to the rising cost of 
food, monetary donations are needed to 
help support this mission.  Checks can 
be written to Central UMC and 
designated on the memo line to 
Shepherd’s Supper.  Also, the following 
food items can be used: Spaghetti sauce, 
Ziti, Large cans of vegetables, Elbow 
pasta, Coffee, Pam, Jello, Napkins and 
Brownie Mix.  If you can volunteer an 
hour or two once a month on Thursdays 
to help with the dinner, please contact 
the church office. 
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The cost is $20.  (Central church will 
cover this cost for you.)  Basic Lay 
Speaking prepares adults to be more 
effective leaders in the church.  One 
small part will be “speaking” in giving a 
short devotional talk to the small group.  
The rest of the course is learning about 
reaching out to the community in 
service, ordering worship, effectively 
leading meetings and chairing 
committees, and many other lay 
leadership topics.  
For more info or to sign up:  Registrar: 
 Gary Freeland, gfreeland@stny.rr.com 
For other times and places 
http://www.wyomingconference.org/pages/detail
/965 
For more about Basic Lay Speaking Course 
http://www.gbod.org/laity/layspeaking08.pdf    
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This is a study that seeks not to provide 
easy answers, but to be a resource for 
people who are in the midst of a life-
long conversation about the mysteries of 
faith and life.  Each week a new question 
is discussed so you can come any 
Wednesday.  Please contact First UMC 
at 748-7434 if you are interested in 
attending the study. 
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First UMC of Endicott is establishing a 
residential Intentional Christian 

Community, focused on spiritual growth, 
outreach and service. 

If you are interested in this project and 
would like to know more, 

please contact us at 607-748-7434 or 
pastor@firstumcendicott.com. 
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Thank you for all your support coming 
in through the Continuous Bottle Drive 
at Roma’s on Nanticoke Avenue.  The 
funds are used to assist drivers to 
purchase gas.  The routes that have been 
open have now been staffed with new 
volunteers, but we are still in need of 
folks who can substitute.  In only 2 
hours you can make the difference of 
someone being able to continue to live in 
their own home.  Please call 754-7856 if 
you could occasionally substitute for one 
of the drivers. 
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Joyce Evanek – hospice at home 
Roberta Huntley – hospice at home 
Bob Ritter 
�
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Bob Garrison on the death of his sister. 
Family & friends of Grace Schneider. 
Sandy Watts on the death of her mother. 
Rev. Doug Clark on the death of his 
uncle. 
�
1�
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Morgan Elizabeth was born 2/21 to 
Laurie & Jason Lilly (Bob & Clair 
Labbe are the proud grandparents) 
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Central is blessed to have over 100 members 
that have 50+ years as members of Central.  
Membership begins when a person is 
confirmed in the church.  During 2010, we 
will be listing the names of people in the 
month, they were confirmed into the 
church. So look for friends and family in the 
coming months in the Sentry. 
 
Rose Huffcut – 70 years 
Janet Pickering – 69 years 
Phyllis Fuller – 67 
Grace Gumble – 65 
Jackie Annis – 64 
Burr Cornell – 64 
Charlotte Shults – 64 
Josie Tewksbury – 64 
Janet Tripp – 64 
Jackie Lindsay – 61 
Doug Huffcut – 60 
Gordon Armant – 60 
Susan Lambert – 58 
Bruce Rought – 58 
Bernice Vanderburg – 58 
Lorraine Mitchell – 57 
Richard Mitchell – 57 
Rebecca Peters – 57 
Roger Shults - 57 
Beverly Lord – 56 
Geraldine Gilyard – 56 
Dick Brooks – 55 
Richard Gaskill – 55 
Jeff Huffcut – 55 
Al Schneider – 55 
Marjorie Frazer – 53 
Ellen Hulslander – 53 
Arlene Warters - 53 
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Wesley Class Breakfast at the Blue 
Dolphin is Thursday, April 8 at 8:30am.  
Call Koleen Wright (748-9298) for 
reservation by Tuesday, 4/6. 
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We will meet on Tuesday, April 6th  at 
12:00 noon at the Olive Garden, Vestal 
parkway for lunch.  Please call Millie 
Jones 754-2869 for reservations by 
Monday, 4/5.  All ladies are welcome. 
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Tri M's will meet for lunch on 
Wednesday, April 28th at 12:00 noon at 
the Blue Dolphin. Please call Mae 
Albeck at 797-0373 for reservations by 
Tuesday, April 27.  All are welcome. 
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May Friendship Day Luncheon 
sponsored by Church Women United 
will be on Friday, May 7th here at 
Central at 1:00 o'clock.  A special 
program has been planned.  Donation for 
luncheon will be $6.00  Please call 
Millie Jones 754-2869 for reservations 
by Tuesday, May 4th..   
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On April 24, beginning at 8:30, the 
UMW will hold their annual garage sale.  
All items will be accepted except for 
clothing and non-working electronics.  
After April 18, items can be brought to 
the church and placed in the Youth 
Center.  Popular items are things for a 
baby, children’s toys, furniture, 
bedspreads, curtains, kitchenware, 
books, knick knacks, holiday items, 
jewelry and such.  Contact Jane Ebert at 
785-0323 for more information. 
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A Green Churches Forum, will be held 
on Saturday, April 10, from 9:30 – 3:00 
at Elm Park Church, Scranton, PA.  
There will be workshops on practical 
ways to green our church, fair trade 
economics, community gardens and 
chlorine free paper.  Registration cost is 
$10.  Carole James (957-2629) is the 
contact person. 
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Wyoming Conference UMW spring 
meeting will be held April 24 from 10-3 
at the Sarah Jane Johnson, UMC.  The 
theme is “Women’s Economic 
Security”.  The cost of lunch is $6.  
Reservations need to be made by April 
17 to Millie Jones. 
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On Friday, May 14th the UMW will be 
hosting a fashion show by Christopher 
and Banks, located in the Oakdale Mall. 
We will have a covered dish at 6pm to 
begin the evening.  Sign-up sheets will 
be in the Welcome Center.  Models are 
needed to showcase the outfits in sizes 4 
to 16.  Models can sign-up in the 
Welcome Center or by calling Jane Ebert 
at 785-0323.  Save the Date for a fun 
evening! 
 
UMW Executive Committee will be 
meeting on Monday April 5th at 7 pm.  
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We will be meeting on Tuesday, April 
20 at 7 pm at Claire Labbe’s house.  We 
will be continuing our study of the book, 
“Having a Mary Heart” in a Martha 
world on Chapter 11. 
 

&�	.�����.�����
We will be meeting on Wednesday, 
April 21 at 9 am at the church to help out 
with the UMW Garage Sale. Everyone 
welcome!  Please note the time change. 
 

#��3	?�������.���
We will be meeting on Monday, April 
19th at 7 pm in the Lounge at 
the Church.  We will be studying a book 
called, Bad Girls of the Bible (and What 
We Can Learn From Them) by Liz 
Curtis Higgs.  Contact Kelly for more 
details.  
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We will meet on Tuesday, April 20 at 
12:00 noon for lunch in the dining room.  
Please bring a bag lunch.  At 1 pm, we 
will begin our study. 
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We invite you to grow your faith by 
committing to reading the Bible.  We'll 
provide daily readings in the Sentry, or you 
can access the readings on the church web 
site (www.centralumcendicott.org ). Follow 
this schedule, and you will read the whole 
Bible in one year!  You can also visit the 
One Year Bible OnLine web site  
(www.oneyearbibleonline.com) for even 
more information and customizable 
approaches to reading the Bible!   
Fellowship Committee 
 
01Deuteronomy 18:1-20:20 
Luke 9:28-50 
Psalm 73:1-28 
Proverbs 12:10  
      
02Deuteronomy 21:1-22:30 
Luke 9:51-10:12 
Psalm 74:1-23 
Proverbs 12:11  
03Deuteronomy 23:1-25:19 
Luke 10:13-37 
Psalm 75:1-10 
Proverbs 12:12-14  
      
04Deuteronomy 26:1-27:26 
Luke 10:38-11:13 
Psalm 76:1-12 
Proverbs 12:15-17  
05Deuteronomy 28:1-68 
Luke 11:14-36 
Psalm 77:1-20 
Proverbs 12:18  
      
06Deuteronomy 29:1-30:20 
Luke 11:37-12:7 
Psalm 78:1-31 
Proverbs 12:19-20  
 
 

07Deuteronomy 31:1-32:27 
Luke 12:8-34 
Psalm 78:32-55 
Proverbs 12:21-23  
      
08Deuteronomy 32:28-52 
Luke 12:35-59 
Psalm 78:56-64 
Proverbs 12:24  
09Deuteronomy 33:1-29 
Luke 13:1-21 
Psalm 78:65-72 
Proverbs 12:25  
      
10Deuteronomy 34:1-Joshua 2:24 
Luke 13:22-14:6 
Psalm 79:1-13 
Proverbs 12:26  
11Joshua 3:1-4:24 
Luke 14:7-35 
Psalm 80:1-19 
Proverbs 12:27-28  
      
12Joshua 5:1-7:15 
Luke 15:1-32 
Psalm 81:1-16 
Proverbs 13:1  
13Joshua 7:16-9:2 
Luke 16:1-18 
Psalm 82:1-8 
Proverbs 13:2-3  
      
14Joshua 9:3-10:43 
Luke 16:19-17:10 
Psalm 83:1-18 
Proverbs 13:4  
15Joshua 11:1-12:24 
Luke 17:11-37 
Psalm 84:1-12 
Proverbs 13:5-6  
      
16Joshua 13:1-14:15 
Luke 18:1-17 
Psalm 85:1-13 
Proverbs 13:7-8  
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17Joshua 15:1-63 
Luke 18:18-43 
Psalm 86:1-17 
Proverbs 13:9-10  
      
18Joshua 16:1-18:28 
Luke 19:1-27 
Psalm 87:1-7 
Proverbs 13:11  
19Joshua 19:1-20:9 
Luke 19:28-48 
Psalm 88:1-18 
Proverbs 13:12-14  
      
20Joshua 21:1-22:20 
Luke 20:1-26 
Psalm 89:1-13 
Proverbs 13:15-16  
21Joshua 22:21-23:16 
Luke 20:27-47 
Psalm 89:14-37 
Proverbs 13:17-19  
      
22Joshua 24:1-33 
Luke 21:1-28 
Psalm 89:38-52 
Proverbs 13:20-23  
23Judges 1:1-2:9 
Luke 21:29-22:13 
Psalm 90:1-91:16 
Proverbs 13:24-25  

24Judges 2:10-3:31 
Luke 22:14-34 
Psalm 92:1-93:5 
Proverbs 14:1-2  
 
25Judges 4:1-5:31 
Luke 22:35-53 
Psalm 94:1-23 
Proverbs 14:3-4  
      
26Judges 6:1-40 
Luke 22:54-23:12 
Psalm 95:1-96:13 
Proverbs 14:5-6  
27Judges 7:1-8:17 
Luke 23:13-43 
Psalm 97:1-98:9 
Proverbs 14:7-8  
      
28Judges 8:18-9:21 
Luke 23:44-24:12 
Psalm 99:1-9 
Proverbs 14:9-10  
29Judges 9:22-10:18 
Luke 24:13-53 
Psalm 100:1-5 
Proverbs 14:11-12  
30Judges 11:1-12:15 
John 1:1-28 
Psalm 101:1-8 
Proverbs 14:13-14 
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by Mary Belle Mitten 

 

An article in the Sunday magazine section of the Binghamton Press in early 2009, told of 
the thousands of Iraqi refugees coming into the U.S. It sparked my interest and I 
wondered if Central could help in the resettling of some of these refugees, like we had 
done years ago?  As it so happened, just a week before the American Civic Association 
tragedy last April, I called and spoke with Andrew, the director. He struck me as a 
compassionate young man who was excited about his “calling”, there at the Civic 
Association on Front St., Binghamton.  
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In a more recent phone conversation with Andrew, he told me about the planned March 
20th, Open house, Memorial and Rededication Service, and the fundraiser All Nations 
Ball.. The Civic Association’s proud reopening, since renovations, following the tragedy 
last April 3rd.  
 
Andrew said that since October, 9 refugees had been settled and a Burmese family of 7, 
was soon to arrive. I asked him how many refugees our country takes in and he said, 
about 75-80 thousand a year. It is one of our country’s humanitarian undertakings.  
  
Refugees are individuals who are fleeing their country in order to obtain safety.  
They have different status from immigrants who CHOOSE to come.  Central 
Church has taken under their wing and sponsored several refugee families in past 
years and found it a challenging and rewarding experience. All the families became 
self sufficient, started businesses, and became contributing citizens. I think it was a 
faith enriching experience for those who assisted with the endeavor. Might Central 
Church, again, perhaps along with other Churches in our area, sponsor or help 
sponsor another family?  

 
Haiti’s massive earthquake has moved the world to reach out and thousands of Haitians 
have been moved from hurricane torn Haiti into Florida, which is just an hour and a half 
flight. A mid-Feb. St. Petersburg Times article stated, that the Department of Children 
and Families(DCF) has admitted hundreds of Haitians here into the Tampa Bay area 
hospitals, which are full;  repatriated   over 23,000 Haitian-Americans  requiring over 
1,000 round the clock flights to bring them back to the U.S.; have processed over 700 
orphans for adoptive families;  evacuated over 600 patients with  medical needs; and  
gave out 3500 teddy bears. The man who is directing all this through the Florida Dept. of 
Children and Families (DCF), is said to be a compassionate  man of faith, and is stated to 
be doing a fantastic job with the many challenges facing him. 
 
As I mentioned last month , the March 21, Justice for our Neighbors (JFON), UMCOR’s 
immigration program, will have gathered together with thousands of people of all faiths , 
to gather in Washington, D.C., in support of fair, humane immigration reform. A march 
was part of the program , under the banner, “March for America: Change Takes Courage 
and Faith,”  and  focused on immigrants, refugees, and displaced peoples.  
 
“Please pray for those who are hungry, displaced, sick or in poverty because of these and other 

natural and human-made disasters, and for the workers who minister to them.” (UMCOR) 
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