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CENTRAL w-

May 8 - Car Wash and Sub Sale
- Blood Drive

May 14 — UMW Celebrate Friendship Dinner
and Fashion Show

May 16 — Confirmation Sunday
— Contemporary Service

May 23 - Youth Sunday

Be the Change

you wish to see in the world.

- Ghandi

@@g{//‘

7/'\_,

@

SENTRY

On the patio of the parsonage a robin couple is building a nest. Lacking thumbs
they carry everything in their beaks for their construction project. Marestime see
mom or dad to be, with a mouth full of straw or little leaves, sometimes they aagry m
that way and occasionally something really exotic like string or a carajyper!

They glide so gracefully from the fence up to the nest. Their heads bob up and
down, in and out of sight. Then they fly away to search for more building material.
Somehow they know how to build a robins’ nest.

There is something very peaceful about watching the robins work. As spring
progresses, we will see small blue eggs and maybe little wobbly heads stickadgpve
the nest. Last summer we watched as the young went from gangly, s¢ratgghngs
to adolescent birds trying their wings. Then we noticed all the birds were gone. No one
needed the nest anymore. Just as we were about to experience the emptyhaesgrwe
example!

Maybe that peaceful feeling comes from knowing we are helping in some small
way to give these robins a home. A Psalmist speaks of God’s home on earth, the Templ
in glowing terms. Even when he is not there, he wishes he was. While it was not
intentional, some songbirds apparently got into the Temple and flew up high and made
nests. The Psalmist uses it as a metaphor for the way even birds areenahcbfimd a
home in the house of God.

Central Church is the spiritual home of many people. We don't all build nests in
the pews, but we have some places that we claim for ourselves. All are waldhime i
house of God. Our souls long for the courts of the Lord! Like the sparrow, we raise our
young in this holy place and know they too find a home here. May it ever be so.

Grace and peace, Pastor D




SERMON THEME SCRIPTURES
May 2 Continuous Holy Communion Acts 11:1-18
Conversion John 13:31-35
May 9 How Moms Mother’s Day Proverbs 31:10-31
Are Made! John 14:23-29
May 16 FFF: Faith, Confirmation Sunday Acts 16:16-34
Friends Forever! John 17:20-26
May 23 Erica Heier & Youth Sunday Acts 2
Youth lead
Memorial Day Weekend
May 30 Holy History Presentation by Psalm 8
History Team John 16:12-15
WORSHIP TIMES TV WORSHIP (Ch 4)
Sunday — 8:30 & 11:00 Sunday — 8 a.m. and Monday — 5:30 p.m.

The 8:30 service is less formal and seldom inclepesial music

Vote for the Chow Farm
Chow has applied for a grant for an orchard for their CHOWnHRar Conklin, NY. The first
hurdle has been met and now it is up to the community to wotthém. You can vote ondg
every day by going towww.communitiestakeroot.com Chow is tied for first place so kedp
voting! You will get a vote confirmation after you vote.




CHURCH
NEWS

Join us for Our Contemporary Worship
on May 16 at 7 pm in the back of the
sanctuary. This month we will feature a
healing service. Come. join us as we
“lay our burdens down" and seek God's
anointing touch. We are taking July and
August off so you won't want to miss

these last few times of praise this year.
Refreshments to follow in the lounge.

Why not bring a friend this month?

Come seek God's love in our broken
places.

We still have room in the June"5
AED/CPR class. This is a wonderful
chance to renew vyou AED/CPR
certification or to obtain a new
certification. The cost of the class is just
$15. Scholarships are available if the
class fee is a burden. Please contact the
church office if you would like to sign-
up for this class. A huge thank you to
Kelly Devine for donating her skills as a
certified AED/CPR instructor.

Central Family Faire
July 30 & 31, 2010

Please help us to make this event
possible! This is a great outreach to our
community and we can’'t do it without
you! There will be a box in front of the
office for donations and we will be
having sign-ups to help coming very
soon! Thank you so much!

Supplies
Leather laces for braided bracelets

Tin juice tops (orange juice cans)

Small burlap bags (for coins)

Toilet paper rolls Air Dry Clay
Empty match boxes Parchment paper
Calligraphy markers Dowels

Tarps Face paint

Need help with

Soliciting donations for food/ supplies
Leading crafts

Running games

Setting up

Tearing Down

Running food booths

Publicity (minute speakers, flyers, radio)
Creating decorations

Running Sound System

Signing Up participants

Sending follow-up cards

Praying for those working the program
Praying for those attending the program
Making costumes

Making backdrop for photographs
Photographer
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The Fellowship Council is sponsoring a
Road Rally - Covered Dish Dinner on
Sat May 1 starting at 4:00 pm at the
Church. Participants are requested to
bring a covered dish to pass after the
race. Desserts and drinks will be
provided. The Rally will leave from
Central and by following clues will take
you to various points in the triple cities.
Please reserve the date on your calendar
and plan on joining the fun and after-
Rally fellowship!!

Questions contact Knud Hansen
- 754-0882 khansen3@yahoo.cgm
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to benefit the Central Van “Operating
Fund” will be Saturday May "8 from

10am to 1pm in the Loder Street parking
lot of the church. Members of the
Confirmation Class will be assisting
members of the Van Committee washing

cars. Pre-order subs are requested (some

extras will be available) and a sign-up

sheet is located in the Welcome Center
for your order. Jim Roma ham & turkey

8” subs (include cheese, lettuce and
tomato) are $5/each and can be picked
up anytime during the car wash. How
about treating your mother 1 day before
Mother’s Day to a clean car and a meal?!
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In 1991, the United Methodist Churches
in our area began a new tradition — using
the 50 days between Easter and
Pentecost as a time for raising funds to
help people in Zimbabwe. The tradition
grew, and became known &ke Great

50 Days Offering.

After many years the focus of this
offering shifted to Haiti, and in recent
years the offering has been split between
programs in Haiti and ZimbabweBoth
countries are places of considerable
poverty, and with the recent earthquake
in Haiti, the situation there has become
worse.

Central has built a related tradition in

that we have supported the Great 50
Days with a substantial offering in every

year. We hope to continue that tradition
in 2010.

Beginning on Sunday, May"% special
offering envelopes will be available for
persons who wish to contribute to this
ongoing need. Details of how those gifts
will be spent will also be available. The
offering period ends on Pentecost
Sunday, May 28. The offering will be
carried to the final meeting of the
Wyoming Annual Conference in
Scranton in early June.

Please consider this important need in
your plans for giving through Central.
Jim Scott, Missions Council
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Peace with Justice Sunday is one of the
six church wide Special Sundays of The
United Methodist Church. Peace with
Justice Sunday enables The Church to
have a voice in advocating for peace and
justice through a broad spectrum of
global programs. Here are 2 examples:
The Ohio-based Faith Communities
Uniting for Peace encourages Christians,
Buddhists, Hindus, Jews, Muslims and
Sikhs “to live from a vision of peace
rooted in faith.”
In Liberia — in partnership with other
religious and humanitarian groups, The
United Methodist Church provides a
place for former child soldiers to live,
recreational activities to address war
trauma, and basic necessities such as
fresh drinking water and medical
treatment.
Each annual conference keeps 50 % of
the receipts for Peace with Justice
ministries in the conference. The
remaining 50% is used for Peace with
Justice ministries related to the General
Board of Church and Society.
Please plan to participate in this offering
program on Sunday, May 80
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is now a Church Council approved
annual tradition after last year's
experiment was  well received
(approximately 70% of you responded
favorably to this service in last Fall's

survey). Please make note of this
change to "regular" worship times.
This is a chance for "regulars” from both
services who normally do not see each
other will get to interact again. The
cooler mornings will allow a
comfortable worship setting for all.
Elements of the less formal 8:30 service
and the more formal 11 service will be
noticed in the single service. Cafe
Central "Lite" will precede the service
beginning at 8:30am in Fellowship Hall.
During this time, you are encouraged to
invite members of Central you have not
seen in a while, your neighbors and your
friends to attend the service. Please
continue to share your opinions of the
single service season with the staff and
members of the Worship Council.
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Ever wonder if there was a smarter way
to give to charitable organizations? Ever
consider the tax advantages to various
kinds of giving? Do you have a life
insurance policy you don’t need any
more? Would you like to donate shares
of stock, mutual funds, or bonds? Many
ways of giving are possible; you just
have to know how! Come to this special
event to learn more about this important
topic. An accountant, an attorney, a
financial planner and Pastor Doug will
be present to help make sense of it all.
Your gift will go farther and the cost to
you will be lower.
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Register soon for a great experience at
Sky Lake Camp. Pick up a Sky Lake
brochure in the welcome center and
learn about the many interesting camps
at Sky Lake this summer. Campership
Request Forms are also in the Welcome
Center if you would like to apply for
partial or complete financial assistance.
Mail your registration form to Sky Lake
by May 19 and you will get an early bird
discount of $15. Register early to get
the camp of your choice. Lukens-
Jackson Campership Fund offers a full
scholarship for youth (ages 15 to 18)
wanting to participate in the SNAP
TRAINING on June 12-13. At this
camp, youth are trained to help in the
Special Needs Camps. Central Church
children and youth are eligible for an
$80 discount with funding from
Allocations. Try Camp children are
eligible for a $35 discount. The number
of discounts is limited so apply early. If
you need a discount form, they are in the
Welcome Center or call the church
office to receive one. .
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by Janet Bouton
Sky Lake has been a part of my family's
life for many years. Recently | found a
picture of me as a camper on July 7,
1952. Some of you may have a similar
photo which is a group shot of us
standing in front of Riley Lodge. | am
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sure it brings back many special feelings
and experiences for you, too.

| am grateful that my father-in-law,
Leon Bouton, and some other people
climbed the gate to look at Sky Lake
with the dream of it being purchased for
a Methodist Church Camp. The history
has gone on through the years with my
daughter Barbara and son Lee being
campers, counselors and staff as their
father and | did. Now my youngest
granddaughter adds to the legacy, as she
attends Sky Lake Volleyball Camp. |
am grateful that she has this opportunity.
It's fun to watch her growth spiritually
and physically as she returns from camp
to the everyday world we all live in.

The ride home with a camper is
always a wonderful experience. They are
filled with stories about campfires, good
food, swim time, the water temperature,
the songs they have learned, as well as
more knowledge of what is in the Bible.
They are amazed at how dark the nights
are as well as the beautiful clearness of
the stars. There is the joy of finding
counselors and campers from the last
year plus forming new friendships.

With our prayers & gifts of time &
money, | believe that Sky Lake
friendships and developing relationships
with God will continue long into the
future. The many individuals who carry
on the Bob Lukens and Everett Jackson
tradition are to be commended! | am
sure they would be pleased to see the
results of their efforts that are still
changing youth's lives in 2010.
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now being formed. If you have an
interest in reading one of the scriptures
during the 11am service (9:30 am during
the single summer service season) about
once every 3 months, contact Bruce
Bishop bbishop@stny.rr.com 748-
6150) by 10pm on June 20th for more
information or to add yourself to the
schedule. This is a wonderful way to
show your faith to others.

Hey, everyone! We've got lots coming
up! Be sure to mark your calendars!
-Erica

Upcoming dates for youth events:

May 2- practice for the youth service in
the confirmation room at 9:30am

May 2- parent meeting in the dining
room after the 11:00 service

May 14- UMW ‘Bring A Friend’ night
May 22- practice for the youth service at
10:30 in the sanctuary

May 23- youth service!

June 13 church picnic at Glendale
Park- come participate in the activities!
Weekend of July 9 Ramp it up!

July 24-25 Youth Works event at Sky
Lake

0

Please contact the church office if
someone in your family is graduating
from high school or college this year.
We would like to recognize all of our
graduates at the church picnic on
Sunday, June 13
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went to Salem and Boston during their
Easter break from school. We saw the
Witch Museum and looked through a
really old cemetery. Then we went to a
lighthouse in Salem Harbor. We had a
great discussion of witch hunts,
including the original in Salem and
others since. On Tuesday, we walked the
Freedom Trail and went for dinner at a
place where they were showing the Red
Sox/Yankees game. Pastor Doug was
thrilled to see the game with Red Sox
Nation. On Wednesday, we saw the
historic Lexington and Concord, site of
the “shot heard round the world” that
began the Revolutionary War. Then we
came home in a very warm church van!
(Air conditioning has since been fixed.)
May 8, 10-2 Car Wash
Confirmation Crew supports the Car
Wash for the Van Committee.
May 16, 11:00 Confirmation Sunday
Second year Confirmands will be
confirmed. Confirmands, mentors and a
parent arrive at 9:30. Please make a
special effort to support our youth as
they take this important step of faith.
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Doris Beff

Paula Dedek

Jim James

Bud Norton
Nancy Santacroce
Myrtle Simonin
Harold VanWinkle
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Russ Clark on the death of his son,
Richard.

Family & friends of Helen Hinkley.
Family & friends of Roberta Huntley.
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Thank you, Central Church, for the cards
and messages we received after the
untimely death of our beloved son, Carl.
Your demonstration of love and caring
offered us support and solace during our
time of need. Esther & Bill Zimmerman
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Thank you to my church family for all of
your cards and prayer concerns. Thank
you again. Sincerely, Alta Hawley
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Have you noticed the number of Angels
around Central Church lately? They
are everywhere. They come manifested
as a phone call, a greeting card, a meal, a
visit, a ride to the doctors, new handrails,
etc, etc, etc. | even received a handmade
puzzle book from a young friend.

| am humbled by the support that we
have received and ever so grateful for
your thoughts, prayers and unending
TLC. Your presence has been just what
we have needed since | broke my hip
and Ann battled bronchitis and an ear
infection. You haven't seen the Angels!
REALLY! All you have to do is look in

a mirror and you will see them.

May God's Blessings be with you also.
Love, Bob Dorio
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Thank you all for the wonderful turnout

for the open house that celebrated my
50" Birthday. So many were very

generous with gifts to Sky Lake and gifts
for me. Special thanks to Beverly

Cosimano and Bonnie Harvey and their
families for organizing the goodies and
to all who made food. It was a nice,

relaxed time for me to spend with some
great people. Finally thanks to Pastor
Jan for such a wonderful afternoon in
our home. --Pastor Doug
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Central is blessed to have over 100 members
that have 50+ years as members of Central.

Membership begins when a person is
confirmed in the church. During 2010, we
will be listing the names of people in the
month, they were confirmed into the

church. So look for friends and family in the
coming months in the Sentry.

Genevieve Web — 58
Diane Deutermann — 55
Jennie Guiles - 53
Victor Guiles — 53

Betty Boettger — 51

Bob Boettget - 51

Wesley Class Breakfast at the Blue
Dolphin is Thursday, May 13 at 8:30am.
Call Koleen Wright (748-9298) for

reservation by Tuesday, 5/11.

We will meet on Tuesday, May"4at
12:00 noon at Nirchi's — Main St. and
Washington Avenue. Please call Millie
Jones 754-2869 for reservations by
Monday, 5/3. All ladies are welcome.

Tri M's will meet for Ilunch on
Wednesday, May 26th at 12:00 noon at
the Blue Dolphin. Please call Mae
Albeck at 797-0373 for reservations by
Tuesday, May 25. Tri M’s means Mr.
Miss or Mrs. so everyone is welcome to
join us for good food and fellowship.

May Friendship Day Luncheon

sponsored by Church Women United
will be on Friday, May 7th here at

Central at 1:00 o'clock. A special

program has been planned. Donation for
luncheon will be $6.00. Please call
Millie Jones 754-2869 for reservations
by Tuesday, May ‘4
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All knitters and those who crochet are
invited to come to a time for making
prayer shawls and baby blankets on
Tuesday, May 4 at 11 am. We will meet
in the library. Several shawls and
blankets have already been finished.
They will be blessed and given to the
families of new babies and to our shut-
ins. Patterns will be available. Come
and share your handcrafting skills.
Contact Carole James or the church
office (754-6060) for more information.
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The United Methodist Women will be
celebrating friendship with an evening of
food and fashion. We invite all the
women of the church to join us for a
dinner provided by UMW and fashions

from Christopher & Banks. Our own
women will be the models. The meal
will begin at 6 pm followed by the
fashion show. There will be an insert in

the May bulletins for reservations. We
hope to see many of you there.

UMW Executive Committee will be
meeting on Monday May%at 7 pm.
United Methodist Women Sunday will
be June .
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Thank You to everyone who donated
items and to all the workers who helped
throughout the week and on the day of
the sale to make the Garage Sale a
success! Around $850 was raised for
UMW Missions. — Jane Ebert
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We will be meeting on Wednesday, May
19 at 1 pm at Shirlenn O’Brien’s house
(103 Beckwith Ave. Endwell).

12
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We will be meeting on Tuesday, May 18
at 7 pm at Debbie Fisher’'s house. We
will be finishing our study of the book,
Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World
with Chapters 11 & 12.
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We will be meeting on Monday, May
17" at 7 pm in the Lounge at
the Church. We will be studying the
book calledBad Girls of the Bible (and

What We Can Learn From Them) by
Liz Curtis Higgs Contact Kelly Devine

for more details.
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We will meet on Tuesday, May 18 at
12:00 noon for lunch in the dining room.
Please bring a bag lunch. At 1 pm, we
will hear music played by Koleen

Wright on her dulcimer.
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We invite you to grow your faith by
committing to reading the Bible. You can
access the readings on the church web site
(www.centralumcendicott.ory Follow this
schedule, and you will read the whole Bible
in one year! You can also visit the One
Year Bible OnLine web site
(www.oneyearbibleonline.com for even
more information and  customizable
approaches to reading the Bible! For a
printed copy of the readings, please contact
the church office. Fellowship Committee
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by Mary Belle Mitten

Several years ago, Marilyn Decker (former Central member) introduedd Rev. Peter Sawtell,
Exc. Director of Eco-Justice e-mail Ministries, and below are excigrtsa recent essay from
him.

“John Buchanan, the editor of Christian Century magazine, once wrote his cdlaatrhaw the
repeated childhood singing of This Is My Father's World impressed a thedlogiddview into
his life-long faith. It was good to hear that I'm not the only one who was so profa@iragied by
that song.

Buchanan also parallels my experience when he said that he has not used the hyisimipn w
settings for many years. The pervasive masculine language used tbel€axdi-- father and he -
- is problematic for many of us. Language about God that was familiar andriregés1961 has
become a fatal flaw in 2010. Below is a variation on the hymn, from The hymnal of tleel Unit
Church of Canada.

This is God’s Wondrous World Malbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901, alt.
This is God's wondrous world, and to my listening ears,

All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.

This is God's wondrous world, | rest me in the thought

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, God's hand the wonders wrought.

This is God's wondrous world, the birds their carols raise,

The morning light, the lily white, declare their maker's praise.

This is God's wondrous world. God shines in all that's fair,

In the rustling grass or mountain pass, God's voice speaks everywhere.

This is God's wondrous world. O let me ne'er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong. God is the ruler yet.
This is God's wondrous world: why should my heart be sad?

Let voices sing, O let the heavens ring! God reigns, let earth be glad.
from Voices Unitedthe hymnal of the United Church of Canada

The inclusive language adaptations of this hymn make it possible foyeravations to be
shaped by this essential theological message, and for us, steeped inrelgitiohd to reclaim a
wonderful part of our heritage. Singing this hymn over and over will help creagaton-
affirming "frame" for our faith that will enrich the faith of our chumiembers, and will motivate
the church for environmental action.

Social change does not happen only at protest marches or the ballot box.dehef seeial
change can be found in simple songs used often in "children's church." May we rerf@mbe
transformational power of hymns, even as we engage in more direggigtsab achieve social
justice and ecological sustainability.”

The mission of Central Church is to make real thedve of God through
Jesus Christ and to empower people to share thatue with others.

CENTRAL STAFF
Rev. Douglas@ark
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