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September 6  - 8:30 & 11:00 Worship Services 
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Know someone who could use some churching?  These are hard times for 
a lot of people.  Your church is a good resource.  Connect with God, feel the 
encouragement of a welcoming community of faith, and know you are not alone 
in your troubles.   

 
Open House on September 13 is a great time to invite a friend to Central.  

At 9:30 many ministries of the church will be display (details inside this issue).  
It’s a great chance to show off all that Central is and does.  It gives newcomers 
the chance to find about Central and decide if they’d like to come back. 

 
Just ask.  Tell a friend or two what you like about Central Church and if 

they seem interested offer to pick them up for the Open House.  Like any 
invitation, “yes” or “no” are acceptable responses.   

 
You know people I will never meet otherwise.  Your friend just might find a 

faith home at Central and be very glad you invited them.  If not, no harm done. 
 
The fall is a great time for people to come back to church, too.  After 

summer’s travel and vacations, lots of other people are returning to the habit of 
worship. 

 
You can’t win it unless you’re in it. 

 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Doug 
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Did you know?  You can access the weekly bulletins and monthly 
 newsletters on our web site at www.centralumcendicott.org ? 
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  SERMON THEME SCRIPTURES 
 

Sept 6 
 

 
Strangers 

Healed Here 

 
Holy Communion  

8:30 Intinction 
11:00 at Rail 

 

 
Psalm 124 

Mark 7:24-37 

 
Sept 13 

 
Be the Change: 

Keep it Real 

 
Rally Day! 

Open House 
 

 
Proverbs 1:20-33 

Mark 8:27-38 

 
Sept 20 
 
 

 
Be the Change: 

Serve All 

 
16th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 

 
Psalm 1 

Mark 9:30-37 

 
Sept 27 
 

 
Be the Change: 

Heal All 

 
17th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 

 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 

 
 
 

WORSHIP TIMES  
Sunday – 8:30 & 11:00 

 

 
 

TV WORSHIP (Ch 4) 
Sunday – 8 a.m. and Monday – 5:30 p.m. 

The 8:30 service is less formal and seldom includes special music 

CHURCH 
NEWS 
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Join us as we begin a new year filled 
with up beat praise, joyful song and 
spirited fellowship.  We gather at 7pm in 
the fellowship hall for worship with a 
contemporary flair.  If you haven't joined 
us yet, why not bring a friend and come!  
This month our focus will center on 
"teachers: the ones who have taught us, 
the ones we have yet to teach and Jesus 
our great teacher."  Refreshments to 
follow.  Message will be by Pastor Jan, 
and music by Living Water. 
  
We are also looking for some new 
members to join Living Water.  We need 
singers and a guitar player. 
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Plan on coming to worship at either 8:30 
or 11:00 and attending Open House from 
9:30-10:45. There will be lots to do and 
it will be a great time to catch up with 
old friends and make new ones!  Tours 
of the church will also be available 
during open house. 

����������������	�
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Rehearsals will begin on Thursday, 
September 10th at 6:30 for Cappella 
ringers and at 7:30 pm for Chancel 
Choir.  New members are always 
welcome for either of these adult choirs. 

 
��
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Following the 11:00 service on 
September 13th, there will be a Fall 
Kickoff Musicians Luncheon in the 
Dining room for all musicians and their 
families.  This includes the Praise Band 
and Festivo Ringers as well.  Please 
bring a dish to pass and your own table 
settings. 

 
!	��"�������#������
�
Thank you to all who volunteered to 
greet this summer.  Before we know it, 
fall will be here so it’s time to consider 
being on the fall/winter greeting rotation.  
The commitment comes up about once 
every 3 months and I will happily 
schedule around trips to the warm south 
and liturgist, usher and van driver 
schedules.  If you have previously been 
on the rotation, thank you and I will 
include you again unless I hear 
differently.  Contact Cherie Heald @ 
CherLH@stny.rr.com or 754-2335.  
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We are in need of ushers for our Sunday 
Morning services. If you are junior high 
through senior citizen, gal or guy, we 
would love to have you join one of our 
four usher teams. The opportunity is one 
Sunday morning service, once a month. 
Not sure? Why not give it a try a couple 
times this fall. Our usher community is 
built on fellowship, flexibility, and fun 
and is a great way to serve Central.  
  
If you have further questions, would like 
to discuss becoming an usher, or take a 
'test drive', please see Tom Hall. You 
can also call (785-4385) or send an 
email to him at thall11@stny.rr.com����
 

'	
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Saturday, September 19: – 4:30 pm to 
6:30 pm.  Plan now to be part of our 
third fund-raiser for the 2009 church 
budget – A “Visit to Italy” with 
delicious culinary creations:  Italian 
wedding soup, Caesar or tossed salad, 
pasta with choice of two sauces, 
breadsticks, beverage and dessert.  
Prices: $8 for adults, $4 for children 
under age 10, and no cost for children 
under age 5.  How can you get involved?  
You might:  

·  Buy a ticket. 
·  Volunteer your services – see the 

signup list in the Welcome 
Center 

·  Buy a ticket 

·  Donate cash to purchase 
ingredients 

·  Buy a ticket 
 
Come and enjoy the fine food and the 
festive ambiance of an Italian dinner 
party.  Takeout will also be available. 
 
Planning and ticket sales are now in 
progress – See Gail Scott, Dave Weston, 
or Pat Breneman in the church office.  
Proceeds from this fund raiser go to 
closing the gap between our church’s 
2009 budget and our 2009 estimated 
income. 
 

����������	
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Coming soon to a CUMC near you – a 
new slant on the traditional adult Sunday 
school class.  If your faith experience 
has changed over the years or if you 
sometimes question your long-held 
beliefs, this may be what you’ve been 
looking for.  The Davises and the 
Westons will be facilitating a class based 
on Marcus Borg’s teachings.  Borg, a 
distinguished professor of Religion and 
Culture and author, is one of the key 
members of the Progressive Christian 
movement and of the Jesus Seminars.  If 
you’re open to challenging some of your 
ideas and beliefs while maintaining your 
strong faith in God and Jesus, please 
consider joining us.  You can find some 
shorter discussions by Marcus Borg on 
You Tube.  This will give you an idea as 
to his background, as well as his style 
and delivery. 
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Do you have an opinion on the single 
9:30am Summer Worship Service?  If 
so, the Worship Council is interested in 
knowing what you are thinking good, 
bad, or indifferent.  The goal of the 
single service is to enable a more 
"passionate worship" by having more 
individuals in the pews during the 
summer months when attendance has 
been traditionally less than remainder of 
the year.  Also, the single service 
provided the benefit of 8:30 and 11:00 
"regulars" to know each other again.  
You can express your opinions to the 
chairperson of Worship Council (Bruce 
Bishop), Pastor Clark, the church office, 
or any member of the Worship Council.  
This feedback will allow us to decide if 
the single service should become an 
annual July/August tradition at Central. 

 
*�	�+
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Have you noticed the fresh coat of paint 
on the stairs, railings windows and 
grates around the outside of the church?  
A big thank you to Ron Briggs and Vito 
Longo for their effort in the hot sun to 
spruce up the outside of the church! 

�����	��	���+
� 	+��
will be October 16-18.   Janet Kuhns, 
who is a teacher in the church, will do 
the program on “Living the Questions.” 
Don and Nancy Schoeps will be leading 
the meaningful and joyful music. 
Have you ever struggled with the 
relevance of Christianity in the 21st 
century? Do you intuitively know that 
there is more to it than the rigid rules 
and theological constructs of the past? 
You are not alone. There is a 
revolutionary re-visioning of 
Christianity already in the world. 
"Living the Questions" is a study that 
respects your integrity and your spiritual 
journey, and is a resource that 
encourages questions and dialogue. 
Some of the scholars being interviewed 
on the DVDs that will be shown are: 
Nancy Ammerman, John Bell, Marcus 
Borg, Minerva Carcano, John Cobb, 
John Dominic Crossan, and Tex Sample. 
Topics include: Relationships, Evil and 
Suffering, Creativity, Intimacy with 
God, and Social Justice.  Come join us at 
Sky Lake for a weekend of spiritual 
growth, good times, great songs, a walk 
in the colorful fall woods, and to grow 
closer together. This retreat, sponsored 
by the Wesley Class, is open to everyone 
in the church.  People begin arriving on 
Friday at 3:30pm and supper is at 
5:30pm.  The cost is $109 per person for 
two nights lodging, six meals, and a 
meaningful program.   Please send your 
reservation by September 16 to Barbara 
and Alan Jones. 
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 The financial problems that have 
affected our economy have worked their 
way down to Central United Methodist 
Church. The major responsibility of the 
Finance Committee is to track and be 
aware of how well Central is prepared to 
meet its financial obligations and in 
keeping abreast of our finances; we have 
reached the realization that Central is 
going to be faced with a large deficit for 
the year.  Spiritual giving has dropped 
off over the summer, in both pledge and 
non-pledge areas, and if this trend 
continues Central will be faced with a 
deficit of between $40,000 and $50,000. 
 
 The Finance Committee 
recognizes that we are in difficult times 
and we want you to be aware that the 
Committee has asked that all Missions 
and Councils restrict their expenditures 
to an absolute minimum. Staff-Parish 
has reduced the number of working 
hours of the Executive Secretary and the 
Education Director and we are 
recognizing savings from those reduced 
work hours. We expect to incur savings 
from our new boiler, but the extent of 
those savings will not be known until 
later in the year.  Central organizations 
have undertaken fund-raising initiatives 
to reduce the shortfall.  

 As the Finance Committee tracks 
our spiritual giving, we have seen that 
our support for the church is $22,000 
less than in the same time interval last 
year.  At our current rate of support, we 
will be $45,000 below the budget for 
2009.  
 We are all aware of what has 
happened to the economy in our 
community, and how that has affected 
some of the members and associates of 
Central. Our heart goes out to them. At 
the same time, we are trying to help 
Central survive. We all can help by 
making sure that our pledges are up to 
date. For those of us that do not pledge, 
we need to make sure that we are doing 
our best to meet our commitment to our 
Church.   
 When we give to Central, we are 
certain that our gift will go to bring the 
message of Jesus to us and to our 
community.  We need to continue to 
support the work and ministry of Central 
United Methodist Church. 
 If you have ideas of ways we can 
increase giving or cut expenses, please 
share them with any member of the 
Finance Committee.  We'd like to hear 
from you. 
Finance Committee  
David Weston, Chair 
Dave Darrow, Bob Dorio, Kim Bain, 
Doug Beach, Linda Holly, Gail Scott, 
Mary Poplawski, Bill Welker, Knud 
Hansen, Ray Frederick, Teri Mahonski, 
Shirley Arthur, Larry Jackson 
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September 11-12, 2009 
7:00 pm Drop-off 
9:00 am Pick-up at Central 
All youth grades 7-12 are invited to 
attend this Youth Group kick-off 
overnight! We will play lots of games 
and have a really fun time! We will also 
discuss our plans for the upcoming year- 
so make it a point to attend this event! 
You’ll need to bring sleeping bags, 
appropriate sleepwear and a peanut-free 
snack to share.  Please RSVP to Erica 
Heier (765-8971) before September 7th. 
 

*��
�	
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������� – Youth Prayer Circle will begin 
again on September 15th.  All youth are 
invited to come to the prayer room for a 
time of reflection and devotion.  The 
youth have begun leading these circles 
and are doing an excellent job!  Every 
prayer circle leads to amazing 
conversations and meaningful 
connection with God.  
 

*��
�	
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���������  – All young adults (and 
young at heart!) are invited to this time 
of reflection and prayer.  We have a 
meaningful time sharing with one 
another and growing in our spirituality.  
I can truly say Christ is present at every 
one of these circles.  If you are searching 
for something deeper in your life, we 
invite you to come to the prayer circle.   
 

���1���	�����2�0��
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Seventh and eight graders can take a ride 
on the road of faith with Pastor Doug 
and Diane and Marty Hammersley 
starting September 13 at 9:30am.  We’ll 
take field trips including a trip to Boston 
in April.  Come check it out! 
 

3�������� ‘ � ’ �*�	�&&�
What is the ‘A’ Team? It’s boys and 
girls, in grades 3 through 6, just like you, 
that serve as acolytes once every 4 or 5 
weeks during the school year. (‘A’ is for 
Acolyte!) 
The duties are simple, either carrying the 
cross or lighting the altar candles and 
helping Pastor Doug during special 
ceremonies such as baptisms. It really is 
very simple and adds so much to our 
11:00 worship service. In addition 
you'll wear some really cool clothes and 
make your family and friends smile from 
ear-to-ear with pride!  
If you have further questions please give 
Tom Hall a call (785-4385) or send an 
email to him at thall11@stny.rr.com .  
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We will be going to the Red Lobster on 
Rt. 434 for our monthly luncheon on 
Tuesday, September 1st at 12:00 noon.  
Please call Millie Jones 754-2869 for 
reservations by Monday, Aug. 31st.  All 
ladies are welcome. 
 

*���� ’ 
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Tri M's will meet for lunch on 
Wednesday, September 23rd at 12:00 
noon at the Blue Dolphin. Please call 
Mae Albeck 797-0373 for reservations 
by Tuesday, September 22nd.  If you are 
a Miss, Mrs. or Mr. you are invited to 
come for a time of good food and 
fellowship. 
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We will meet on Friday, October 2nd for 
lunch and a special musical program at 
St. Ambrose Church, Washington 
Avenue, Endicott at 1:00 pm (note 
change of time)  Luncheon donation will 
be $6.00.  Please call Millie Jones 754-
2869 for reservations by Monday, Sept. 
28th. Try to come !!! 
 
 
 

���������
 
Happy Fall, to one and all!  It is with 
great pleasure that I have been honored 
to serve as Central’s UMW president.  It 
is because of the executive board, and 
Circle members as well as Central’s 
family members that we are able to meet 
our annual pledge to mission.  Because 
of your willingness to provide whatever 
is necessary, the events and fundraisers 
sponsored by our UMW are successes. 
In his Name, Debbie 
 

%��������0�����	�����
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September 12, 2009 – Volunteer in 
Mission Training Event 
September 16, 2009 – UMW Kick-off 
Dinner, 6 pm Endicott Visitors Center. 
September 26, 2009 – Wyoming 
Conference UMW Fall Meeting 
 

%���!	���4��+5�11��������
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Last year we began a new tradition with 
a welcome back dinner at the Endicott 
Visitors Center.  It was a great success.  
So we are doing it again, but even better 
this time!!  In addition to a delicious 
meal we have added a wonderful 
program called "Women of the Bible".  
Rev. Bette Poe and three others have 
created a program that takes us back to 
Bible times.  They will be sharing it with 
us on that night.  So remember to sign up 
and bring a friend. A free will offering 
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will be taken to help support "Ruth's 
Place", a homeless shelter. 
  
Reservations may be made by signing up 
in the front of the church office or in the 
Welcome Center or by calling Pat 
Hansen (754-0882).  The cost of the 
catered dinner is $16.00 per person.  
This includes appetizers, a buffet dinner, 
and dessert.  If you went last year, you'll 
remember how outstanding the meal 
was.  Checks for the dinner can be made 
out to Millie Jones.  You can give them 
to her the night of the event or send them 
to her (5 Canterbury Drive, Endicott) 
  
Parking for the event is available in the 
municipal parking lot and the church 
parking lot next door to the Center. 
(Enter the church parking lot from 
Lincoln Avenue-the driveway to the left 
of the mansion). 

 
�
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will be at Asbury UMC in Scranton, PA.  
The topic of the meeting will be Health 
Care with Sondra Thompson as 
entertainment.  Cost is $6 for lunch and 
checks are payable to Asbury UMC.  
RSVP by Sept. 18th to Gladys Stanley 
2123 Comegys Ave, Scranton, PA 
18509 
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Central’s UMW Bazaar will be held on 
Saturday, October 31st, from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  All proceeds from the bazaar will 
be used to help UMW’s work in 
Missions to aid less fortunate families 
around the world.  We invite all 
members and friends of Central to attend 
the Bazaar and help us to make this 
event a success.  Donations are needed 
for our silent auction –  
·  Perhaps you’d like to donate 

something you’ve made yourself 
such as: baby clothes, quilts, wood 
crafts, jewelry, wreaths, center 
pieces, paintings, etc. 

·  Do you have any treasures in your 
home that you’d like to pass on to 
someone else?  Anything beautiful or 
useful that we could include in the 
auction to raise money for missions. 

·  Gift Certificates from restaurants or 
businesses are always popular – 
please consider asking the places you 
eat at or shop at to donate a 
certificate. 

 
For information or to donate, please 
contact Jan Clark (785-7422) or Gail 
Scott (754-1275). 
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Join us for our fall kick off.  We will 
gather at Camille Links’ house (342 
Stein Drive, Endicott) on Mon Sept 21 at 
6pm. Bring a dish to pass and some 
ideas for the coming year. Place settings 
and drinks will be provided. We will be 
switching to the third Mon of every 
month. We are on the look out for new 
members. Why not consider joining us?  
 

�����	���������
Will be attending the UMW Kick-off 
dinner and will not be holding a separate 
meeting this month. 
 

#�	����������
Grace Circle will be meeting at 1:00 pm 
on Wednesday, September 23, 2009 at 
Libby Shelp’s house, 1513 Riverview 
Drive, Endicott, 754-8487. 
Grace Circle will also be attending the 
UMW kick-off dinner at the Endicott 
Visitor Center on September 16, 2009 
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Will be meeting on Tuesday, September 
15th at 12:00 for lunch.  Please bring 
your own bag lunch.  Drinks will be 
provided.  The meeting will then begin 
at 1:00. 
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Dawn Phillips and Jeremy Carsman 
were married on August 23rd.  
 
��
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Bailey Bruster 
Janet Tripp 
Elgie Miner 
 
<���
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Joanne Wilson on the loss of her father, 
Jesse Payne. 
Ruth Mueller on the loss of her husband, 
Rev. Donald Mueller. 
Nancy Ayres, Norm Davis and Dawn Smith 
on the loss of their brother, Scott Davis. 
Christine Fellows on the loss of her cousin, 
Elaine Clark. 
 

*�	�+�(��������	��
 
Dear Central Church, Thank you! I 
couldn’t believe what I saw when I 
opened the Barnes & Noble box!  I will 
spend the $100 wisely.  And I also want 
to thank you for the journal to write 
about this new chapter of my life. 
Annette Snedaker 
 
Thank you to my church family for the 
many cards and good wishes while I was 
in the hospital.  And a special thanks to 
Pastor Doug and Jennifer Erickson for 
their visits.  Donna Brinser 
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Bishop Hassinger and the Cabinet 
discussed compiling information about 
the coming boundary changes and 
disseminating it across the conference 
this fall.  To that end, eight Boundary 
Information Sessions will be hosted. 
 
The session will be used to outline issues 
that the New ACT and Vision Team are 
reviewing and provide opportunities for 
local church leaders to ask questions and 
offer feedback which will help the teams 
solidify their recommendations in 
preparation for action at the June 4 & 5, 
2010 Annual Conference session. 
 
Some items to be covered are salaries, 
pension, health insurance, property 
insurance, ministry shares, Sky Lake and 
leadership and ministry opportunities in 
the new conferences.  The sessions, 
planned to be 2 hours long, will be open 
to any who would like to come. 
 
Wednesday, October 28 
1 pm  Park Terrace Community Church 
7 pm  Endwell UMC 
 
If you have any questions or issues you 
would like the teams to address, feel free 
to forward them to Rev. Mark Marino, 
Director of Connectional Ministries at 
m.marino@earthlink.net. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     Since the ‘70’s , hundreds of Central 
members have been involved and many 
still are , but almost from the beginning, 
a group of 4 people, through their 
leadership,  continue to make it possible 
for children, across race and economic 
lines, to  have the opportunity to go Sky 
Lake for a week of camp. A 5th, more 
recent member of the group, now mother 
of two teens; years ago, was a teen 
counselor-aide and her father Glenn, was 
a counselor. 
 
     This summer, 30 children had the 
opportunity to experience being at 
beautiful Sky Lake Camp: to worship, 
hike in the woods, live in cabins, swim, 
eat together nutritious food, row a boat , 
sing, do crafts, and be reminded of their 
value as God’s precious ones away from 
T.V. and cell phones, and trading 
concrete for leaf strewn paths.  
     To make this happen, this group of 5, 
spend countless hours with .....  
 
     Recruitment – they promote 
Central’s children as well as those in our 
community who might not otherwise 
have a camp experience, to know about 
the opportunity,  through a Sunday 
worship, visiting Sunday School classes, 
phone calls and letters. 

Social Justice 
Submitted by  

Mary Belle Mitten 



 13 

     Funding – The group solicits funds 
from individuals and church entities , to 
help pay for those who aren’t able to pay 
the $315.00 -$340.00 cost of a week. If 
they apply, some $100.00 discounts are 
available for Central’s  campers.  
 
     Required Forms – Then comes the 
arduous task of seeing that registration 
forms and health forms are properly 
filled out and sent in. Sometimes forms 
are lost and require being remailed.  
 
     Transportation is sometimes needed 
for a child to get to and from camp.  
 
.     Follow-up Calls are made to see 
how the week went for the child. 
 
     Paying the Bills is done with a sigh 
of relief and gratitude for the success of 
making this experience possible for the 
children.  
 
     In addition to all this, Phyllis Beech 
administers a scholarship for former 
campers, who are high school 
graduates, going on to further study. 

 

How fortunate we are to have  
Barbara Jones (chair), Phyllis Beech, 

Claire Labbe, Carla Wood  
and Shari Garris, who are carrying on 
this dream of central’s visionaries, the 

late Rev.Bob Lukens and the late 
Everett  Jackson  

     We salute you and thank you for 
your faithfulness in Jesus’ name! 
 

     Special  gratitude to those who 
donate money, help with transportation, 
and all the many who have served either 
on the Lukens/Jackson Task Force or  in 
the many other ways over the years---
Remember Reunions and Family 
Friends?   
 

Post Script 
Regarding a request in the May column, no 

volunteer came forth to help with a 
neighborhood garden again this year.  Maybe 

next year?  Thanks to Lynn Weston, Ron Briggs, 
and Brian Devine and friend Osman Dandia, 
who, for the past 3 months have shared their 

thoughts and experiences regarding important 
issues. Let the office know, if you wish to be a 

contributor to the Social Justice column. 
 
 

=�����
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Submitted by Mary Belle Mitten 
 
From: United Nations Secretary- 
General Ban Ki-moon: 
VIENNA, - The International Day of 
Peace, observed each year on 21 
September, is a global call for ceasefire 
and non-violence. It is a time to reflect 
on the horror and cost of war and the 
benefits of peacefully resolving our 
disputes. This year, I will use this 
important day to ask governments and 
citizens of the world to focus on the 
important issues of nuclear disarmament 
and non-proliferation. 

The end of the Cold War helped lift the 
burden of nuclear catastrophe from a 
generation that had lived under its cloud 
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since the end of the Second World War. 
Nonetheless, the threat persists, as recent 
events attest. Unless we vigorously work 
for nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation, we will continue to face 
threats from existing nuclear weapons, 
as well as additional risks that more 
States, even terrorists, might acquire and 
deploy such weapons, potentially 
annihilating millions of people. 

This alarming outlook is 
counterbalanced by a new momentum on 
the part of world leaders to address the 
issue of nuclear weapons. The United 
States and the Russian Federation have 
signaled a new commitment to cut their 
nuclear arsenals. Furthermore, the 
Conference on Disarmament, which 
includes all States with nuclear arms, has 
recently broken a decade-long deadlock 

and agreed to work to resolve some of 
the key issues related to disarmament 
and non-proliferation. 

We must build on this momentum. To 
that end, I am launching the WMD-We 
Must Disarm! Campaign. Over the next 
100 days, the United Nations and our 
partners around the world will work to 
raise awareness of the true costs and 
dangers of nuclear weapons.. And 
finally, as we observe the International 
Day of Peace with world leaders 
gathered in New York for the 64th 
Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly, I will proclaim one strong, 
simple message: We Must Disarm! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CENTRAL STAFF 
Pastor..................................................................................Rev. Douglas A. Clark 
Education Director ...............................................................................Erica Heier 
Administrative Secretary..................................................................Pat Breneman 
Chancel Choir Director ...............................................................Connie Lamando 
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