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September 5 – Holy Communion 
 
September 12 – Rally Day 
 
September 19 – Contemporary Service 
 
September 21 – International Day of Peace 
 
September 24 – UMW Kickoff Dinner 
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As I write this reflection, Suzette and I have been at Central for seven weeks.  There has 
been a lot to learn: faces, names, routines, traditions, how’s, why’s, wherefore’s, and 
stories.  There has been a lot to experience: worship, music in worship, children in 
worship, readers and liturgists, communion, funerals, a wedding, fellowship meals, 
Shepherd’s Suppers, the Clothing Center, the Central Faire, and more.  There is much yet 
to look forward to: more faces and names, choirs and bells in worship, Christian 
Education, Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, more fellowship, and times to learn. 
 
I am especially looking forward to one particular program: the Envisioning/Renewing 
Week-end, “ERW” for short.  The ERW will be a time of learning, sharing our points of 
view, and visioning.  During this process we will (1) discover new and renewed 
opportunities in which we as a congregation can engage to enhance and enrich our 
ministries for the cause of Jesus Christ and (2) identify areas for renewed focus.  The 
‘main event’ is a week-end gathering (Friday night and Saturday - no sleepover) to learn 
and share together, identify areas requiring focus and develop a basic plan for the 
following months to carry out the ideas. 
 
To prepare, the Church Council approved formation of a Task Force (of approximately 
12 members) to oversee this process.  When fully organized, the Task Force and the 
Church Council will set a date for the ERW, probably in the late fall or very early 2011. 
 
To get ready for the ERW, I will conduct 30-minute “Listening Sessions” with church 
staff, church leaders, some former pastors, and you – other congregation members and 
friends who would like to sit with me.  I will fashion the information from these sessions 
into a report to be sent to every member in advance of the ERW so it can be our guide for 
the week-end.  The more who participate in the Listening Sessions, the more complete, 
accurate, and helpful the report and the preparation for the ERW will be.  The Sunday 
worship bulletin, The Central Sentry, and the church web-site will have information on 
when and how sign up.  
 
As a result of the ERW, we will have a list of items on which we as a congregation can 
focus in the coming year/s.  The ERW is a fun and helpful process I have used with other 
churches.  I am looking forward to engaging in it with Central. 
 
You have made Suzette, me and members of our family feel welcomed and affirmed.  We 
hope that in return we have been able to give back some of that warmth.  We are glad to 
be on this journey with the Central congregation, friends and supporters– moving forward 
to the exciting future God has for us.   In Christ,   Mark 
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As a congregation of the Upper New York Annual Conference we work to 
                  -Live the gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
                  -Be God’s love with our neighbors in all places. 
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  SERMON THEME SCRIPTURES 
 
Sept 5 

 
The Rewards of 

Discipleship  

Labor Day 
Weekend 

1 service at 9:30 
Holy Communion 

 

 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
Luke 14:25-33 

 
Sept 12 

 
 Quite the 

Turnaround   

 
Rally Day 

Return to 2 services 
 

 
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 

22-28 
Psalm 14 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 
Sept 19 

 
Hitting the 
Brick Wall    

 
  
 

 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

Psalm 79:1-9 
Luke 16:1-13 

 
Sept 26 

 
Jeff Heald 
Preaching 

 

 
  

 
  TBD 

 
WORSHIP TIMES  

Sunday – 8:30 & 11:00 
 

 
TV WORSHIP (Ch 4) 

Sunday – 8 a.m. and Monday – 5:30 p.m. 

The 8:30 service is less formal and seldom includes special music 
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              Where: Dining Room 
    What to Bring: Yourself & Friends! 
 
 

Rally Day will celebrate the start 
of Sunday school!  We have classes 

from Pre-K (3-4 year olds)  
to 12th grade. 

Adult Classes will also start on 
Rally Day.  As always Juliet Jackson 

will be in the nursery. 
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All musicians who are involved in any 
of the church choirs are invited to a 
picnic after church on September 12, at 
Round Top Park.  Please bring a dish to 
pass.  Drinks will be provided. �
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Sunday, September 12 is also the day we 
celebrate our AED (automated electronic 
defibrillator) and the people who are 
trained to use it.   
 
Over the summer a life was saved 
because Sue Driver had attended a class 
to get certified in AED/CPR.  You will 
hear the wonderful story, and find out 
how you can support or be a part of our 
ongoing training.  It's guaranteed to be a 
heart-warming experience! 
 
Thanks to the generosity of Kelly 
Devine, who gave her time to teach the 
AED/CPR classes, 37 people learned or 
re-learned these lifesaving skills.  An 
additional 4 members of Central Church 
obtained certification through their 
workplaces. 
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On Thursday, September 9, the Chancel 
Choir will resume its weekly practices at 
7 p.m.  New members are welcome!  If 
you are interested, please show up and 
enjoy the session.  If you have questions, 
call Connie Lamando at 206-0236. 
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We are excited to begin a new season of 
contemporary worship filled with praise, 
joyful song, and spirited fellowship!  We 
gather at 7pm in fellowship hall... why 
don't you bring a friend and join us!  As 
we return from our summer vacations, 
we'll share some "fish stories", featuring 
music by Living Water and a message 
from Jeff Heald:  "Catch and Release".  
A time of fellowship and refreshments 
will follow the service. 
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There are two more tickets available for 
our trip to the Merry-Go-Round Theater 
to see “Church Basement Ladies, A 
Second Helping”.  Tickets are $30 plus 
the cost for your lunch.  If you 
purchased a ticket, you can receive a 
refund until Sept. 8th.  After that date it 
will be your responsibility to find 
someone to use your ticket.  For tickets 
or a refund, contact Nancy Jones at 754-
4717 or njones2@stny.rr.com. by Sept. 
8th.  

&	!����	'��������(�
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Lay Speaker classes will be held at Sky 
Lake on September 24, 25 and 26. Basic 
courses (and facilitators) are:  Basic Lay 
Speaking (Dottie Brownlow), and Youth 
Basic Lay Speaking (Judy Hipes and 
Paul Reed); Advanced Courses are: 
Legacy of Prayer (Rev. Dan Martin and 
Rev. Donna Martin), and Miracles of 
Jesus (Rev. Mark Marino).   
 
You may stay at Sky Lake or commute. 
Classes run 8:30 to 5 on Saturday, and 
8:30 to Noon on Sunday.  Contact the 
church office for details.  Register by 
September 5 to get books.  Costs are 
$100 for residents and $50 for 
commuters.  
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Rev. Dr. Roger Frederick will lead this 
course on five Wednesdays, beginning 
on September 22, 7-9 p.m. at First UMC 
in Endicott.  This course is for advanced 
lay speakers to explore the power of 
stories and conversations as a means for 
nurturing disciples.  
 Contact the office for registration 
forms and other details.  Please register 
by September 10.  Cost is $15. 
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Rev. Tom Taylor will lead a discussion 
using Peter Gomes' book "The Good 
Book: Reading the Bible With Mind and 
Heart." One reviewer states that "In this 
book Gomes ventures out onto one of 
the most dangerous war zones in the 
current cultural conflict: The Bible." 
Gomes presents an argument in favor of 
taking the Bible seriously, and addresses 
himself to those who either trivialize it 
or idolize it and in either case are in 
danger of missing its dynamic, living, 
and transforming quality.  Don and 
Nancy Schoeps will be leading the 
music.   
 
For a flyer about the retreat contact 
Barbara Jones (754-2339) or Mary Belle 
Mitten (754-2204).  The retreat, is spon-
sored by the Wesley Class and is open to 
everyone.  Come enjoy Sky Lake for a 
weekend of spiritual growth, good times, 
great songs, a walk in the colorful fall 
woods, and a little time to grow closer 
together.  The cost is $111 per person for 
two nights lodging, six good meals, and 
a meaningful program. 
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Join women from across the conference 
at a special retreat at Sky Lake on the 
weekend of Oct 8, 9 and 10. Sky Lake is 
breath-taking at that time of year.  Last 
year was the first such retreat, and it was 
a huge success.  
 
Come and stay or commute for a great 
get away.  You can sip tea by the fire, go 
on a boat ride or sign up for one of the 
events. 
 
Some of the sessions include jewelry 
making, massage, reflexology, and 
therapeutic touch.  Take a walk in the 
woods, take an art class, be part of the 
drum circle or listen to a professional 
story teller. Pastor Jan Clark is the 
chaplain for the weekend and will be 
leading vespers each day and the art 
journaling class.   
 
Details will follow.  Save the date and 
come away with Pastor Jan Clark and 
other sisters in Christ.  
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Sunday School resumes on Rally Day on 
September 12.  All ages will meet in the 
dining room where they will be 
introduced to their teachers. 
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Lukas Kresge      9-2 
Austin Darling    9-8 
Nick Johnson      9-9 
Chris Gardner     9-10 
Lindsay Carey     9-18 
Hannah Barnum  9-21 
Sarah Barnum     9-21 
 

���
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The first annual Central Family Faire 
was a huge success!! We had games, 
crafts, food, face painting, a magician, a 
petting zoo, a mud cloth painting 
demonstration, Cross Eyed Fish, Grace 
Adventure's Praise Band, and Christian 
rapper, Primisis! Everything offered was 
free, and the community responded! 
Approximately 175 people participated 
and had a fantastic time! A big "Thank 
you!!" to all who attended, volunteered 
their time, or donated items to help make 

this event happen! We've already started 
planning for next year! Pictures of the 
event may be found on the church 
website. 
  

 
What? Wilderness Adventure Program- 
High Ropes Course!! 
Who? Youth grades 7-12 
When? Saturday, September 18- meet in 
the church parking lot at 9 am to go to 
Greene and return to the church at 3pm. 
Be part of a day filled with climbing, 
jumping, and playing up in the trees! We 
will be learning to work together as a 
team and having fun while we do! The 
cost is $22 a person and there is a release 
form that needs to be signed. If you're 
interested, please see Erica Heier. 
 
 
Ramp It Up!   On July 10 & 11, the 
youth group partnered with the Broome 
County Council of Churches' "Ramp It 
Up!" program to build a wheelchair 
ramp in Vestal. We measured, cut, 
hammered, drilled, and built the ramp 
from start to finish!  A picture is hung in 
the Welcome Center- check it out and be 
sure to speak with Butch, Kelly, Wyatt, 
Marty, Danielle, or Erica to hear about 
the experiences firsthand! 
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Carole James has joined Nancy Jones as 
a Parish Visitor.  They extend Central’s 
mission of caring into the community. 
�
3����
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Katie Bell 
Betty Boettger 
Kevin Cristelli 
Bill Garrett 
Beth Moffitt 
Dale Sacharov 
Dick Winchell 
Koleen Wright  
 
:���!��	
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Sylvia Bouton (widow of Rev. Wm. Bouton) 
Joyce Evanek 
Armand Harding (Lea Harding’s father) 
 
Eva L. Grover (widow of Rev. Robert 
Grover Sr.), passed away on June 30, 2010, 
in Wooster, Ohio. The Grover’s served 
Bennett/St. Andrews and Derr in Wilkes-
Barre, St. Paul’s in Endicott, Athens, 
Dunmore, Waverly, NY and Sarah Jane 
Johnson United Methodist Churches in the 
former Wyoming Conference. Rev. Grover 
passed away on February 1, 1994. 
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The clothing center is now distributing 
handicap items to anyone in need.  
Anyone in the congregation or the 
community is welcome to use these 
items.  Contact George Harrington (785-
1583) if you need handicap assistance 
items like walkers, crutches, braces etc. 
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The Fellowship Committee invites you 
to grow your faith by committing to 
reading the Bible.  You can access the 
readings on the church web site 
(www.centralumcendicott.org ).  Follow 
this schedule, and you will read the 
whole Bible in one year!  You can also 
visit the One Year Bible On-Line web 
site (www.oneyearbibleonline.com) for 
more information on reading the Bible!  
For a printed copy of the readings, 
please contact the church office. 
 
�����������3������01;�<�	�� �
Central is blessed to have over 100 members 
who have 50+ years as members of Central.  
Membership begins when a person is 
confirmed in the church.  During 2010, we 
will be listing the names of people in the 
month they were confirmed into the church. 
So look for friends and family in the coming 
months in the Sentry. 
Katie Bell - 53 
Jean Oney – 53 
Bob Oney – 53 
Henry Bryan – 52 
George Harrington – 52 
Earl Tripp - 52 
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Thank you to Ron Briggs for painting 
various stairwells in the church this 
summer.  And thank you to the Clothing 
Center Crew who provided the money 
for the new shrubbery on Nanticoke Ave 
and to George Harrington and Vito for 
planting the new shrubs, and Bob 
Devine for pulling the old shrubs. 
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CWU will meet on Friday, October 1 at 
the Holy Nativity Lutheran, 312 Main 
St. in Endicott, NY.  Luncheon will be at 
1 p.m.  A nice program will be presented 
by the Harmony Club.  Please call Millie 
Jones at 754-2869 for reservations by 
Monday, September 26.  Donation for 
the luncheon is $6. 
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We will meet on Tuesday, September 7, 

at Noon at the En Joie Golf course for 
lunch.  Please call Mildred Jones at 754-
2869 for reservations by Monday, 
September 6.  We welcome all ladies. 
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Tri M's will meet on Wednesday, 
September 22 at Noon at the Blue 
Dolphin for lunch.  Please call Mae 
Albeck at 797-0373 for reservations by 
Tuesday, September 21.  All are 
welcome. 
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ONLY  the UPS code and "Labels for 
Education" part of the label is accepted.  
 

 
 

The front part of the label is not needed.  
Some eligible product labels are: 
   Campbell's products 
   Pop- Secret Pop Corn 
   BIC Pens and Stationary products 
   Franco American 
   Pepperidge Farms 
   V-8 beverages 
   Swanson  
 
A complete list of eligible products is in 
the mailbox cluster outside the church 
office.  The labels are sent in to assist the 
Wyoming Conference Children’s Home. 
 

�����	��(�	�����(	!  
Memorabilia in the display cabinet this 
month are pictures of the Children’s 
Sunday School.  The children and their 
teachers had their picture taken on the 
front steps of the church.  There also are 
pictures of the adult classes – Wesley, 
Eutheos and Tri-Ms.  The Eutheos Class 
has a complete written history also.  
You'll find the display in the Lounge. 
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A Kick-Off Dinner for Central’s UMW 
will be held on Friday, September 24 at 
6 p.m. at the Endicott Visitor’s Center.  
Cardinale’s Catering will provide the 
food.  Madison Terboss will provide a 
musical program.  All women of the 
church are invited to attend this special 
evening of fellowship.  Reservations can 
be made by calling Millie Jones. 
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The last Wyoming Conference UMW 
meeting will be held on September 18 in 
Oneonta, NY.  We in New York will 
then be the Upper New York UMW as a 
result of the uniting of conferences.  
Carole James will be attending and is the 
contact person for this event. 
 
=�"�$�
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The Binghamton District meeting will 
be held at Central on Saturday, October 
16. Rev. Gary Doupe will speak about 
his September trip to Zimbabwe.  All 
women are invited. 
 
The UMW Fall Bazaar will be on 
Saturday, October 30, 9 am to 1 p.m.  
Nancy Jones is the Chairperson.  Baked 
goods, crafts, a silent auction, and a 
delicious lunch will be available.  
Donations and help are needed.  Look 

for updates in the bulletins and October 
Sentry for opportunities to help make 
this event a success.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All women of the church are invited to 
attend Circle Meetings. 
 
DEBORAH CIRCLE – will attend the 
Kick-Off Dinner. 
 
ELIZABETH CIRCLE – will meet on 
September 13, in the Lounge at 7 p.m., 
studying “Bad Girls of the Bible.” 
 
DORCAS, MARTHA- RUTH, & 
PRISCILLA CIRCLE – will meet on 
September 21, in the Dining Room at 
Noon for a pizza lunch. We will be 
taking a look at A. J. Jacob’s book, The 
Year of Living Biblically, One Man’s 
Quest to follow the Bible – As Literally 
as Possible, a funny but profound story. 
 
GRACE – will meet on September 15, 
Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. at the home of 
Jackie Annis, 22 Holiday Hill Road. 
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by Bob Wright 

 
    In Alvin Toffler's 1970 book "Future Shock", he predicts a time when we will lessen 
our demand for more and more material goods.  Our interests and energies will turn 
instead, toward psychological rewards.  These will include more and new exotic 
experiences, such as:  beauty, prestige, novel restaurants and discotheques, theme parks, 
packaged exotic theme trips, simulated environments and experiences, risk adventures 
with excitement and danger, stimulating drugs and electronic brain probes, computerized 
dating, and any other means to provide entertainment and excitement. 
    But, he suggests it might be better, instead to shift our economic efforts to 
environmental quality and control, and use our manufacturing to help the poorer nations 
to catch up.  "There is something morally repellent about one group seeking to gratify 
itself psychologically, pursuing novel and rarified pleasures, while the majority of 
mankind lives in wretchedness and starvation." 
    This pause in the ever accelerating pace of lifestyle changes brought on by new 
technologies might just reduce our cultural stress.  Our rush to novel and egotistic 
pleasures (some even beyond our past or current imagination) promotes vicarious 
experiences that blur simulation with reality.  Thus we find it harder to cope, since not 
being able to distinguish reality from non-reality is the definition of insanity. 
    So the question we are left with is whether we are sane enough to judge the degree of 
reality in this looming threat and will we embrace these changes, slow their pace, or 
simply adapt as best we can? 
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   This year, the United Nations will use this important day to ask governments and 
citizens of the world to focus on the important issues of nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation.  The United Nations and its partners around the world will work to raise 
awareness of the true costs and dangers of nuclear weapons.  Leaders of the United States 
and Russia have recently committed to significantly cut the number of nuclear weapons.  
Join with millions around the globe to observe this day.  (The United Nations urges that 
the International Day of Peace be observed annually on September 21st.) 
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CENTRAL STAFF 
Pastor........................................................................................ Rev. Mark Marino 
Education Director ...............................................................................Erica Heier 
Administrative Secretary..................................................................Pat Breneman 
Chancel Choir Director ...............................................................Connie Lamando 
Bell Choir Director........................................................................Denise Johnson 
Music Coordinator/Organist................................................................... Tat Baine 
Treasurer ..........................................................................................Larry Jackson 
Custodian..............................................................................................Vito Longo 
Parish Visitors .......................................................Carole James and Nancy Jones 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.    Phone: 754-6060    Fax: 785-4676 
Email:  centralumc@stny.rr.com    Web Page:  www.centralumcendicott.org  

 
The Central Sentry is published monthly by  

Central United Methodist Church for its members and friends.   
The deadline to submit articles is the 15th of each month. 

The mission of Central Church is to make real the love of God through  
Jesus Christ and to empower people to share that love with others. 


