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I write this between the funeral of Harriett Alapeck and Joe Simonin.  The 
passing of these two stalwarts of Central Church at same time draws us 
together in our sorrow and in our hope.  Just a week before All Saints Day, 
they remind us of the cloud of witnesses that surround us, those who have 
run their course in faith and received their reward. 
 
All Saints Day is our opportunity to celebrate the ordinary saints around us 
all the time.  At other times, we focus on the saints who are known to many 
generations as great Christians.  All Saints recognizes the millions of faithful 
Christians who were true to their ideals, who built up the church, who loved 
well and were well loved, whether the larger world took notice or not.  
These saints are the examples and inspiration to the people who knew them.   
 
The beauty of the everyday saint is that his example may well be within our 
reach.  I don’t expect I will ever invent a new way to pray or start a new 
faith movement.  There are only so many of those “great” saints.  We can all 
love our families and bless our communities.  We can all worship and grow 
the church.  We can all deepen our faith in our Lord, the beginning of every 
saint, ordinary or extraordinary.   
 
Peace and passion,  Pastor Doug.    
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Did you know?  Central is on Facebook!  Become a fan of Central by searching  
for Central United Methodist Church on Facebook.  Reminders for special events  

will be posted on Facebook. 
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  SERMON THEME SCRIPTURES 
 

Nov 1 
 

 
“All Saints” 

All Saint’s Day  
Communion 

8:30 Intinc; 11:00 at Rail 
 

 
Isaiah 25:6-9 
John 11:32-44 

 
Nov 8 

Rev Jan Clark 
preaches 

“Your Gift 
Counts.  

It Just Mite”  

 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Tree of Life Ministry 

 
Psalm 42 

Mark 12:38-44 
 

 
Nov 15 
 
 

 
“Yes!”  

 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 
1 Samuel 1:4-20 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 

 
Nov 22 
 

 
“Days of Praise”  

 
Harvest Home Sunday 

 

 
Psalm 126 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 
 

 
Nov 29 

 
“Jesus, 

Wonderful 
Counselor” 

 
First Sunday in Advent 

 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 

1 Thess. 3:9-13 

 
WORSHIP TIMES  

Sunday – 8:30 & 11:00 
 

 
TV WORSHIP (Ch 4) 

Sunday – 8 a.m. and Monday – 5:30 p.m. 

The 8:30 service is less formal and seldom includes special music 
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Bring a friend, bring a neighbor and join 
us for a Fun Filled Night of Trivia and a 
covered dish supper on November 14th.  
Please bring a dish to pass and your own 
place setting.  Drinks will be provided. 
�
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This month we will focus on the parable 
of the sower.  Prayers and songs will 
help us think about being good soil for 
God's word to take root in our lives.  We 
will remember Christ's challenge to 
scatter seeds of faith in the world. Our 
job is to be faithful and then we leave it 
to God to provide the growth. Music by  
"Living Water" and message by Pastor 
Jan. Come, and join us! 
  
 Note: If you would like to help with 
advertising, refreshments or serve as 
liturgist, greeter or usher, see Pastor Jan 
or Jeff Heald 
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This year we will share this event with 
First UMC Endicott.  It will be held at 
the Endicott Library on Park Street in 
the community room on the main floor.  
It will include home grown worship 
involving both churches, the usual 
church conference business (setting 
pastor’s salary, electing officers, etc) and 
some comments from community 
leaders about reality of life in the Village 
of Endicott.  Please plan to participate. 
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This popular annual tradition at Central 
puts emphasis on providing food for the 
hungry in our own community and it is 
an easy thing to participate in.  
Following the worship services on 
November 15th, you and your family 
will be offered a grocery bag that can be 
filled in the following week with non-
perishable and non-home made (non-
glass containers too) food items.  The 
filled bags are to be returned to the 
sanctuary on November 22nd where they 
will be collected and boxed by the youth 
of Central and provided to Broome 
County CHOW and our own Shepherd's 
Supper in time for the holidays.  Money 
donations will also be possible and a 
special envelope for this purpose will be 
included in the November 22nd bulletin 
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(checks should be made out to "Central 
United Methodist Church" and put in the 
memo "Harvest Home Sunday").  We all 
know the economy is bad and many of 
our neighbors need help--your donations 
are sincerely appreciated this year more 
than ever! 
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Please fill out the Health Exam Survey 
which is included in this month's 
Centry.  Your opinions matter and these 
survey results will be closely analyzed 
and considered in future decisions that 
try to make Central an appealing and 
effective Christian center to all.  A 
receptacle box will be outside the church 
office through December 1st to collect 
your completed survey.  You can also 
mail your completed survey to the 
church office.  We can't get better if 
we don't know what is wrong or right 
about Central.   The results of the survey 
will be published in a future Centry. 
 

�
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Because we love and miss our college 
students, we are anxious to have their 
new addresses so we can express our 
Love and Support through an Exam-time 
Care package.  We currently have a list 
of 14 College Students, but are sure 
there are more out there. Please forward 
their current college address, to Pat in 
our Church Office by 11/15/09. 
We would appreciate the donation of any 
nonperishable items, including the 

following: Gum, Candy, Microwave 
Popcorn, Tins of International Coffees, 
Tea, Hot Cocoa Mix, Hot Cider Mix, 
Home Baked Brownies & Cookies. 
They may be put in the box outside the 
Church Office Marked College Students 
by 11/30/09. 
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Please consider Ringing a  
Bell for Charity.  We're just  
about at the time when the  
Salvation Army will be  
setting up their kettles  
around town as part of their annual 
Kettle Drive. This is their major 
fundraiser for the year. (Last year they 
raised $116,000). This year the need is 
even greater. This will be the 6th year 
Central will be assisting by ringing the 
kettle at Walmart. This will start on 
Mon, Nov 23rd and continue through 
Dec 21, each Monday from 5 - 9 pm and 
one Sat in Dec (TBD).  Please consider 
spending a few hours during the advent 
season to support a great cause. It's 
rather easy, all that's required is to ring 
the bell at the Salvation Army kettle and 
be positive to all who enter and exit the 
store. We really need some new 
volunteers this year to help. Signups will 
be in the Welcome Center. Please sign 
up for as many time slots as you can. If 
you have any questions, contact Knud at 
(754-0882 or khansen3@yahoo.com). 
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The Holidays are soon upon us…and we 
need your help! The annual 
Thanksgiving Day dinner is ramping up 
and we’re looking for food donations 
and volunteers to help keep it a 
successful event.  We served over 90 
dinners last year! Please consider 
making a food donation or beginning a 
new holiday tradition of community 
giving by volunteering your time and 
talents.  Contact Paula Russell for 
additional information; 
prussell3@stny.rr.com or 785-0910 
 
The following items are needed: 
·  Turkeys—6 (20 – 24 lbs) thawed please! 
·  Potatoes—6 - 10 lb bags 
·  Squash—12 acorn/butternut/other 
·  Milk—4 gallons 
·  Margarine/Butter—8 lbs 
·  Eggs—2 dozen 
·  Half and Half—1 quart 
·  Brown Sugar—2 lbs 
·  Carrots—2 lbs 
·  Onions—3lbs 
·  Celery—2 bunches 
·  Cool Whip—3 large containers 
·  Juice—8 bottles/cans grape, cranberry, 

tomato or donor’s choice 
·  Green/black olives—12 jars/cans 
·  Jellied Cranberry sauce—12 cans 
·  Chicken Broth—4 large cans 
·  Quick Breads—8 loaves 
·  Pies—12 apple, pumpkin or donor’s choice 
 
Donations can be dropped off at the 
Church kitchen by Tuesday, November 
24th.  Thank you for your support! 

-�%���������������.%���
Wednesday, November 25th, 2009�
·  1 pm—4 to 6 folks to help prep the 

meal (peel potatoes, clean turkeys, 
make stuffing, etc…)� 

 
Thursday, November 26th, 2009�
·  10:30 am—Food preparation and 

dining room set up� 
·  12:45 pm—Serving the meal (1 pm)� 
·  1 pm—Cleanup �
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The confirmation class is selling Enjoy 
the City Books. These books contain 
coupons for over 100 area restaurants, 
14 services/retail stores, and 35 types of 
entertainment/recreation. The cost of 
each book is $20. To purchase a book, 
please see a confirmation class member 
or call Deb Barnum at 206-3986. 
 

.��1��2���3�4��	������  

While ‘wellness’ in its many forms is a 
key mission here at Central, this year our 
physical wellness is of particular 
concern given the potential for a difficult 
flu season. To help all of us do our part 
towards preventing the spread of any 
‘bugs’, five stations have been set up 
containing hand sanitizer and tissues for 
your use. The stations are located in the 
Welcome Center, Union Street entrance, 
back of the sanctuary, at the Fellowship 
Hall entrance closest to the elevator, and 
on the second floor of the education 
wing near the rear entrance to the chapel. 
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�  Use heat and lights as required in 

areas being used and keep doors 
shut. 

 

�  When you are finished using a 
room, turn off all lights, close 
drapes, and close doors. 

 
 

�  In areas where you have control of, 
remember to turn thermostats to 60 
degrees when leaving the room.  
These areas are: offices, library, 
sanctuary, lounge, fellowship hall, 
senior high room, and youth center. 

 

�  Groups using an area are 
responsible to secure the area 
immediately upon finishing.  This 
means lights out, heat down, 
windows and doors closed.  Leaders 
should appoint someone in the 
group to see that this instruction is 
followed. 

�  If you are walking through the 
building and see unused areas that 
have not been secured, we urge you 
to correct the situation.  Remember 
that areas left unsecured can remain 
that way for many hours, wasting a 

large amount of energy and costing 
huge amounts of money. 

 
We cannot control the cost of energy, 
but we can minimize our usage costs by 
eliminating waste of energy. 
  -Board of Trustees 

�
�
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Acting upon suggestions from the 
congregation, the Worship Council has 
purchased two oak rocking chairs for the 
lounge. Should an adult need to comfort 
an infant or just need a quiet comfortable 
place to sit a spell, we hope you’ll find 
these rockers to be just the ticket. Many 
Thanks to Jean Oney, Dick Sprague, and 
the Memorial Committee for providing 
the funding for these new blessings. 
 

�
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I wish to thank my Central church 
family for the many cards and calls I 
received during my recent stay at Wilson 
hospital and my recovery period at 
home.  Your concerns and prayers were 
uplifting and appreciated.  
Esther Zimmerman 
 
I would like to thank the Wesley Class 
on behalf of the 3rd and 4th graders for 
purchasing the new bibles presented on 
October 25th.  The Wesley Class also 
bought new teen bibles for any teens 
who did not have one. You are greatly 
appreciated.            Erica Heier
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Central church is cooperating with 
Vestal UMC in offering Fair Trade 
products for sale.  We have decaf and 
regular coffee, tea, hot chocolate (no 
growth hormones in milk), baking 
chocolate and candy bars.  You can help 
many people around the world and 
UMCOR meet its goal to support small 
scale famers, and their families.  Your 
help comes by buying these goods 
through our Fair Trade Project.  Order 
forms on Sundays are in Café Central 
and the Welcome Center.  Your check 
made out to Vestal UMC must 
accompany your order.  Contact Carole 
James for more information. 
 

4�
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November is the month of thanksgiving. 
We can be thankful for our family, our 
friends, and for our ability to share with 
others in need. Most of us share through 
our church. Often, we do not stop to 
understand that our donations and gifts 
to Central United touch not only our 
immediate church family, but extend 
throughout our community and our 
world.  
 My life was spent as a teacher. 
When I had an important point to make, 
I always needed an example to help 
clarify that idea and help others 
understand the importance of that idea. 
The Finance Committee can show 
numbers and charts, but that does not 

really show the important work of 
Central. In searching for something to 
show how we all work together, I sat in 
church and looked around and saw those 
huge pillars that support the roof of the 
Sanctuary. 
 They are magnificent. The pillars 
look decorative, but they do so much 
more than look good. Having done some 
woodworking, I instinctively look at 
how all those pieces are connected. 
Joints, joints and more joints, all of them 
interlocking. All of them would fail were 
it not for one special key. The key joint 
is the ultimate lock that holds all of these 
intricate pieces of wood together so that 
they can do the job that they are 
supposed to do: hold up the church roof. 
 We all are the part of the most 
important pillar in our church. Central 
needs each of us, working together, to 
support it so that Central United 
Methodist Church can reach out and 
become an agent for change. As I sat at a 
Finance Committee meeting, I realized 
how important we are as the interlocking 
pieces that provide support for our 
church. Whether that support comes 
from our committees and missions, our 
community resources, or our worship 
services, we are the support that allows 
the word of the love of Jesus to reach out 
to others. The key holding all of those 
pillars together is the understanding that 
our gifts to the church do so much more 
than just keep the church going. 
 At this time of thanksgiving, help 
Central United Methodist Church 
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continue to be a vibrant member of our 
community. Please prayerfully consider 
your pledge this year and remember that 
your gifts to Central are the key to 
holding the pillar together and 
continuing Jesus’ ministry of love and 
sharing. 
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This ministry serves the Lakota and 
Dakota people on the Rosebud and Crow 
Creek Reservations in South Dakota.  
The United Methodist Church supports 
this multi-denominational cross-cultural 
mission and relief agency, and the 
Missions/Social Concerns Council here 
at Central is working to provide them 
some specific aid. 
 
The mission coordinator there has told 
us that currently baby products 
(shampoo, lotion, powder, ointment, and 
wipes) are their most pressing needs.  To 
meet these needs, we are raising money 
to buy these products at the Dollar 
General store nearest to the reservations.  
This arrangement allows us to purchase 
needed items without paying any 
shipping costs. 
 
Please help us by donating a dollar or 
two for these inexpensive products to 
keep babies healthy.  Check out our 
displays in the Welcome Center and the 
Fellowship Hall on Sundays.  A special 
offering envelope will be in the bulletins 
on Sunday, November 8.   
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For some, Christmas is not always "the 
most wonderful time of the year".   
Jobless rates are at record highs, families 
and marriages are in crisis... and some 
are facing their first Christmas without a 
cherished loved one.  If you or someone 
you know is struggling this season, we 
invite you to join us for Central's "Blue 
Christmas:  A Service of Renewal" on 
Sunday, December 13, at 7:00pm in the 
sanctuary.   In fact, all are welcome - as 
we need to let those dealing with loss 
know they do not stand alone.  There 
will be reflective music of the season, 
scriptures, and a time of prayers for 
healing... all in a beautiful candlelit 
setting.   Last year, our moving service 
provided strength and hope to many with 
heavy hearts.   Come, bring a friend, and 
allow the Holy Spirit to lift you up this 
season. 
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The Chrismon tree is always a beautiful 
addition to our sanctuary and last year 
served as a beautiful background for a 
few quick family photos.  One family is 
planning to use their photo as a 
Christmas card. 
 
We’ve decided to expand upon on this 
idea by offering family photos in front of 
the Chrismon tree as a fund raiser for 
Central’s general fund.  Skip Hausamann 
and Denise Johnson are combining 
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efforts and will take digital photos for a 
donation of $20 per family or $10 per 
individual.  The photos will be e-mailed 
to you and you can then use them or 
print them in any manner you choose.  If 
you do not have e-mail, or if you prefer, 
we will provide you with a CD.   
 
We will take photos as early as the 1st 
Sunday in Advent (November 29th) to 
allow you time to use them.  Sign up 
sheets will be outside of the church 
office 
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Sending children to Sky Lake each 
summer takes many hands and lots of 
support and each year we are thankful 
for the miracle! 
  
Camp is an amazing gift for the children 
and their families and for us too.  Some 
families share their experiences and it is 
inspiring to hear about them.  This year 
one grandmother I spoke with was so 
grateful for her granddaughter's week at 
camp.  The family is going through 
tough times and grandma is caring for 4 
children while their mother is in crisis.  
Her granddaughter had a "wonderful" 
time at camp - a break from the 
difficulties at home.  One camper 
attended try camp for 3 days and can't 
wait to go back all week next year.   
Another camper learned to play 
handbells for the first time!    Her 
brother was one of 2 boys to go to 
Creative Arts camp.  He was a bit 

disappointed at first, but told his mom he 
had a great experience because he really 
liked his counselor - a college student.  
These are just a few of the stories of 
connecting that took place this year. 
  
Thanks to you, all this is possible!  Sky 
Lake Camp is a great experience in a 
Christian community.  What a blessing!  
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Elizabeth Fiester 
Helen Hinkley 
Ann Ricciardi 
Ashley Story 
Dane Weston 
 
(���)�����)* �
The family & friends of Harriet Alapeck. 
Rev. George Goodwin on the death of 
his wife, Eleanor. 
Millie Jones on the loss of her brother. 
The family & friends of Josephine 
O’Hora. 
Myrtle Simonin on the loss of her 
husband, Joe. 
 
+�)�*�
Tat Baine celebrates the birth of her 
granddaughter, Macey Laurence 
DeMotte born on 10/12/2009. 
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On Nov. 1 and Nov. 8 directly following 
the 11:00 worship service, the youth will 
be going to the homes of some of the 
members of our congregation to help 
them with any yard work.  
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The Youth we will be adopting a family 
in December for Christmas. 
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We will meet on Tuesday, Nov. 10th at 
12:00 noon for lunch at Apple Hills 
Farm. We will car pool at the church at 
11:30. Please call Millie Jones 754-2869 
for reservations by Monday, Nov. 9th. 
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Tri M's will meet for lunch on 
Wednesday, Nov. 25th at 12:00 noon at 
the Blue Dolphin. Please call Mae 
Albeck 797-0373 for reservations by 
Tuesday, Nov. 24th.  All are welcome. 
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We will meet on Friday, November 6th 
at the Holy Nativity Church, Main 
Street, Endicott.  Luncheon will be at 
12:00 noon (donation $6).  The speaker 
will be Rev. Dr. Joseph Sellepack, 
director of Broome County Council of 
Churches. Please call Millie Jones, 754-
2869 by Monday, Nov. 2nd for 
reservations. 
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A program will be held after the dinner. 
All women are invited to attend.  More 
information will be printed in the 
bulletin. 
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Hostesses are needed for the UMW 
Christmas Tea.  Please contact Pat at the 
church office or Cleo LeBaron if you 
could host a table.   
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A special thank you to all who supported 
our Harvest Bazaar.  With all of your 
helping hands and contributions it was 
another great success. 
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We will be meeting on Mon., Nov. 16th 
at 6 pm in the church lounge. We are 
studying Three Simple Rules: some 
thoughts from John Wesley written by 
Reuben Job. All are welcome. 
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We will be meeting at 1 pm on Wed., 
Nov. 18th at Bonnie Harvey’s house 
(313 S. Liberty St. Endicott) and will be 
discussing Christmas Preparations.  
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We will be meeting at 7 pm on Tuesday, 
November 17th at Martha Petrush’s 
house (73 Coventry Rd. Endicott).  We 
will be discussing chapter 7 in the Mary 
Heart in a Martha World book. 
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We will be meeting on Tues., Nov 17th 
at 1 pm in the lounge.  Nancy Jones will 
be leading a study on Mary. 

�
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Health Care: What do you think?  What do our Social Principles say? 
 

As I write this newsletter article, my very short Letter to the Editor of the Binghamton 
Press, stated in part, that “Health Care is a Moral Issue”.  I wonder where our country 
will stand on this issue, as you are reading this in November? 
 
Here is a paragraph from page 34 of our United Methodist 2009-2012 Social Principles, 
for your consideration (copy available in Welcome Center) 
 
“Providing the care needed to maintain health, prevent disease, and restore health 
after injury or illness is a responsibility each person owes others and government 
owes to all, a responsibility government ignores at its peril.  In Ezekiel 34:4a, God 
points out the failures of the leadership of Israel to care for the weak: “You have not 
strengthened the weak, you have not healed the sick, you have not bound up the 
injured.”  As a result all suffer.  Like police and fire protection, health care is best 
funded though the government’s ability to tax each person equitably and directly 
fund the provider entities.  Countries facing a public health crisis such as 
HIV/AIDS, must have access to generic medicines and to patented medicines.  We 
affirm the right of men and women to have access to comprehensive reproductive 
health /family planning information and services that will serve as a means to 
prevent unplanned pregnancies, reduce abortions, and prevent the spread of 
HIV/AIDS.  The right to health care includes care for persons with brain diseases, 
neurological conditions, or physical disabilities, who must be afforded the same 
access to health care as all other persons in our communities.  It is unjust to 
construct or perpetuate barriers to physical or mental wholeness or full 
participation in Community.  
  
We believe it is a governmental responsibility to provide all citizens with health 
care.” 
 
We are our brother’s keeper— 
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The Central Sentry is published monthly by  

Central United Methodist Church for its members and friends.   
The deadline to submit articles is the 15th of each month. 

The mission of Central Church is to make real the love of God through  
Jesus Christ and to empower people to share that love with others. 



"ASSESSING CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH'S HEALTH " 
 

WHAT IS THIS ALL ABOUT?   The following survey results will be used by the councils and staff of Central United 
Methodist to assess where we are perceived to be effective but more importantly to understand where we need to 
improve.  Please return completed surveys in offering plate and/or survey receptacle outside church office. 
 
For profile purposes, please tell us… 
 
Your age : _____  
 
Circle one :  Male    Female  
 
How many Sundays a year do you attend Sunday worshi p at Central?  _____  
 
What Sunday worship service do you attend most (cir cle one):   8:30am   11:00am  
 
Please fill in the "_____" before questions 1 – 10 below using the following scale to express YOUR opi nion:  
1 = Very Effective; 2 = Somewhat Effective; 3 = Not  Very Effective; 4 = Needs Improvement  
 
_____ 1) Our pastor, staff, and lay leaders model and communicate a vision of hope regarding the future of our church. 
  
_____ 2) Our worship services are spiritually nurturing.  
 
_____ 3) There is a general sense of Christian love and a climate of acceptance within our church.  
 
_____ 4) Large numbers of our members are involved in carrying out the mission and ministry of the church.  
 
_____ 5) We encourage people outside the church to experience a life-changing connection with Jesus Christ.  
 
_____ 6) We enthusiastically receive and assimilate new people into the life and ministry of Central United Methodist 
               Church. 
  
_____ 7) Our church provides Sunday School and other small groups that offer Bible study and spiritual growth 
               opportunities that meet many personal and social needs  
 
_____ 8) We teach members how to develop a life a prayer. 
 
_____ 9) Members are encouraged to develop sacrificial stewardship of financial, time, and talent resources.  
 
_____10) Our church reaches out to help heal the hurts and meet the needs of people in the church, community, and 
                across the world.  
 
11) Did you or your family change their worship attendance pattern during July and August of 2009 because of the 
combined single service at Central United Methodist Church (Yes/No)? _____ 
 
12) Do you think Central United Methodist Church should continue the combined single service in 2010 (Yes/No)? _____ 
 
13) What does Central United Methodist Church do well and should continue to do? 
 
 
 
14) What does Central United Methodist Church not  do well (or at all) and should seek improvement?  
 
 
 
15) (Optional) Would you like to get involved at Central?  If so, what project, council, or committee?  Please include your 
name and phone number if you wish to be contacted. 
 
 
 
Thank YOU for helping Central United Methodist beco me a more effective congregation as we serve Jesus Christ 
in Endicott! 


