THE
CENTRAL

SENTRY 2008

December 13 Blue Christmas Service

December 16 — Christmas Caroling
December 20 — Contemporary Worship Service

December 24 — 4:30 Family Service
— 11:00 Traditional Candlelight Sernee
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The card was beautiful on the outside, a night photo of a little country house, with yellow
light streaming out each window. Inside at a distance were the fuzrgdigtipeople

sitting around a Christmas tree. Several generations, lots of presents,itteadiyed,

perfect.

Inside, the card said, “Wishing you a perfect Christmas.” It was a mde tthink |
understood what the sender was saying. It was a wish for all good thingshatyhis
time. |took it in that spirit.

That greeting stuck in my mind and soon got me wondering. How many people claim
that as their goal for Christmas? And what would a perfect Christmas look kg
Certainly there are many people driven to find the perfect gift, the padecthe perfect
arrangements of ornaments, the perfect sheets for the guest bed, thespkrfeish, and
the perfect favors for the perfect party.

To have a completely truly perfect Christmas, of course, we’d have to find soieet per
relatives and friends. We could hire actors, | suppose, but they get double time on
holidays. Besides, I'd have to hire an actor to replace me, if Christmas wdlydeca
perfect. Plus, writing the script would get tedious.

The first Christmas was far from perfect. Joseph and Mary were far from Imoime a
family, in a dirty barn with only a feed trough for a crib.

Our Savior always comes into imperfect conditions and to imperfect peoplethégn’t
kind of the point?For the Son came into the world not to condemn the world, but that
the world through him might be saved. John 3:17

So how about if we cut ourselves a break? Let’s accept right now that Christhrast wi
be perfect. Christmas will be fine. It might even be great! Whether wearigling the
festivities or enjoying them, let’s just love what there is to love. Let's\dwethere is

to love.

With Jesus Central to our Christmas, what'’s not to love!

Wishing you an imperfect Christmas,
Pastor Doug
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The Advent Theme is adapted from Isaiah 9:6 Jesus: Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace, Everlasting Father, Emmanuel
These are titles of praise to a king,

SERMON THEME SCRIPTURES
Nov 29 “Jesus: 1*' Sunday in Advent Jeremiah 33:14-16
Wonderful 1 Thessalonians
Counselor” 3:9-13
Dec 6 “Jesus: Mighty 2" Sunday in Advent Malachi 3:1-4
God” Communion Luke 3:1-6
Dec 13 "Jesus: Eternal 3“ Sunday in Advent Isaiah 9:6-7
Father” Children’s Christmas Play | Philippians 4:4-7
at 11:00
Dec 20 Jesus: 4™ Sunday in Advent Luke 1:46-55
Prince of Peace” Luke 1:39-45
Dec 24 Family Service with Youth
4:30 pm Choir participation
Dec 24 Lessons and Carols
11:00 pm with Adult Choir

participation

WORSHIP TIMES TV WORSHIP (Ch 4)

Sunday — 8:30 & 11:00

The 8:30 service is less formal and seldom inclegesial music

Sunday — 8 a.m. and Monday — 5:30 p.m.

CHURCH
NEWS

For some, Christmas

is not always "the

most wonderful

time of the year". Jobless rates are at
record highs, families and marriages are
in crisis... and some are facing their first
Christmas without a cherished loved
one. If you or someone you know is
struggling this season, we invite you to
join us for Central's "Blue Christmas: A
Service of Renewal" on Sunday,
December 13, at 7:00 pm in the
sanctuary. In fact, all are welcome - as
we need to let those dealing with loss
know they do not stand alone. There
will be reflective music of the season,
scriptures, and a time of prayers for
healing... all in a beautiful candlelit
setting. Last year, our moving service
provided strength and hope to many with
heavy hearts. Come, bring a friend, and
allow the Holy Spirit to lift you up this
season.

Join us for a "Christmas Contemporary,”
a chance to celebrate the birth of Jesus
with old and new songs, scriptures and
readings. This month features Rachel
Cosimano on the violin. Why not bring
a friend and help us capture the joy of
the season on Sunday, Decembél 20

7 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

it

will take place between the Sunday
morning services from November 29th
to December 20 at 9:30 am. You and
your family are welcome to partake of
special fare being offered in Cafe
Central and then participate in the
program. The program on November
29" will focus on the Tree of Life
Ministry and the Children’s Home of the
Wyoming Conference. The program on
December 6, 13, 20 will be presented by
Pastor Clark entitled “What Do You
Want for Christmas?” which focuses on
what we most want can't fit in a gift bag
or be wrapped in a ribbon! The hope is
that the change in time will provide an
increase in attendance over the
traditional Wednesday night dinners and
program which has been dwindling over
the last few years. Please plan to make
this part of your family's Advent
celebration!
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Please consider Ringing

Bell for Charity. We're jus

about at the time when th

Salvation Army will be

setting up their kettles

around town as part of their annual
Kettle Drive. This is their major
fundraiser for the year. (Last year they
raised $116,000). This year the need is
even greater. This will be theé"6year
Central will be assisting by ringing the
kettle at Wal-Mart. This will start on
Monday, Nov. 2% and continue through
Dec. 21, each Monday from 5-9 pm and
one Sat. in Dec. (TBD). Please consider
spending a few hours during the advent
season to support a great cause. It's
rather easy; all that's required is to ring
the bell at the Salvation Army kettle and
be positive to all who enter and exit the
store. We really need some new
volunteers this year to help. Signups will
be in the Welcome Center. Please sign
up for as many time slots as you can. If
you have any questions, contact Knud at
(754-0882 okhansen3@yahoo.cgm

Please remember to call the church
office if you or a family member is
admitted to the hospital. Due to
HIPAA regulations, hospitals can no
longer notify the church even if they
ask for your church affiliation .

*
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Well then, come join an ad-hoc "choir"
of like minded individuals on December
16". Begin meeting in the Liberty Street
lot around 6:15 and ready to leave the
parking lot (some in the church vans) by
6:30 pm. Dress for the weather as we
will be visiting homes of Central
members and local nursing centers. We
will be back at Central by 8 pm to enjoy
some hot chocolate and Christmas
cookies. All ages wanted and welcome!
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The Shepherd’s Supper will be served on
Thursday, December 3lat 1 pm.
Volunteers are needed for this special
dinner at 11:30 am. Please contact
Maggie Hungerford if you can help. All
are welcome to join us for this meal on
New Year's Eve. Come Join Us!
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The confirmation class is selling Enjoy

the City Books. These books contain

coupons for over 100 area restaurants,
14 services/retail stores, and 35 types of
entertainment/recreation. The cost of
each book is $20. To purchase a book,
please see a confirmation class member

or call Deb Barnum at 206-3986.
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Use heat and lights as required in
areas being used and keep doors
shut.

When you are finished using a
room, turn off all lights, close
drapes, and close doors.

In areas where you have control of
the heating, remember to turn
thermostats to 60 degrees when
leaving the room. These areas are:
offices, library, sanctuary, lounge,
fellowship hall, senior high room,
and youth center.

Groups using an area are
responsible to secure the area
immediately upon finishing. This
means lights out, heat down,
windows and doors closed. Leaders
should appoint someone in the
group to see that this instruction is
followed.

If you are walking through the
building and see unused areas that
have not been secured, we urge you
to correct the situation. Remember
that areas left unsecured can remain
that way for many hours, wasting a
large amount of energy and costing
huge amounts of money.

We cannot control the cost of energy,
but we can minimize our usage costs by
eliminating waste of energy.

-Board of Trustees
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Thank you for your well wishes and
cards. They were much appreciated.
Bob Ritter

Thank you to all who expressed their
sympathy to me after the death of my
brother. Millie Jones

Thank you to my wonderful church
family for your prayers, cards, and visits
while | was in the hospital and nursing
home. A special thanks to Pastor Doug
for his visits and to the TV Ministry for
their dedication to providing the service
on TV each week. Janet Tripp

Thank you to my caring church family
for your prayers, cards and visits during
the last weeks of Joe’s life. Your caring
meant so much to me and the family.
Mrytle Simonin
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A big thank you to all the many

volunteers and donations that helped
make the annual Thanksgiving Dinner a
success! It couldn’t be done without
the many hands of our volunteers and
the generosity of our donors.



1 2)21 |/

Thank you to all who contributed to the
purchase of baby products for the Tree
of Life Ministry. We received over $800

for this relief ministry to the Native

Americans on the Rosebud and Crow
Creek reservations in South Dakota.
Those products will bring comfort to

many babies in the winter months to
come.
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The Chrismon tree is always a beautiful
addition to our sanctuary and last year
served as a beautiful background for a
few quick family photos. One family is
planning to use their photo as a
Christmas card.

We've decided to expand upon on this
idea by offering family photos in front of
the Chrismon tree as a fund raiser for
Central’s general fund. Skip Hausamann
and Denise Johnson are combining
efforts and will take digital photos for a
donation of $20 per family or $10 per
individual. The photos will be e-mailed
to you and you can then use them or
print them in any manner you choose. If
you do not have e-mail, or if you prefer,
we will provide you with a CD.

We will take photos as early as th& 1
Sunday in Advent (November 9P to
allow you time to use them. Sign up
sheets will be outside of the church
office
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Barbara Northrup
Esther Zimmerman

Pat Devine on the loss of her husband,
Mike.
Hurst Mitten on the loss of his sister.
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The Confirmation Crew will spend an
evening in front of Wal-Matrt ringing the

bell to encourage gifts to the Salvation
Army.

+

Confirmation will be visiting the
Hanukkah House at Temple Concord in
Binghamton. The museum celebrates
the many traditions from around the
world that this festival of light has
inspired.

Christmas Sugar Cookies for sale - $3.00
for one dozen, $5.00 for two dozen. the
cookies will be lovingly created by our

Confirmation Crew and ready for you

after the worship services (about 9:15
and noon). Please sign up for some
cookies soon to support the trip to
Boston.
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Every year Central's United Methodist
Women pledge to missions locally,
nationally and internationally. The
bazaar and luncheon events held
annually in fellowship hall have become
one of the major fund raisers in meeting
the pledge goal. Thanks to all who work,
lead, contribute, support and pray in
order that we may continue to achieve
our goal in service to God.

In Faith in Christ, Debbie Fisher,

CUMC UMW President

UMW Executive Committee will be
meeting on Monday Dec"7at 7 pm.

We will meet on Tuesday, Dec® at
12:00 noon for lunch at Nirchi’'s on the
Avenue — Main Street, Endicott. Please
call Millie Jones at 754-2869 for
reservations by Monday, Nov. 30 Try

to come.

Tri M's will meet for Ilunch on
Wednesday, Dec. #3at 12:00 noon at
the Blue Dolphin. Please call Mae

Albeck at 797-0373 for reservations by
All circles will be attending the
Christmas Tea and will meet in January.
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Janet Kuhns read us the following letter by Mildred Howalter at the 8kg Wesley Retreat in
October. At age 87, Mildred with her commitment and passion for justicengestio inspire
and motivate others to become involved in justice, peace and hunger issigesattahding a
world peace conference in September, she wrote the following lefien ¥Winkler, who is the
General Secretary of the United Methodist General Board of Church ardySoci

Mr. Jim Winkler,

While listening to the national news, we have heard discussion ofeédearemore troops in
Afghanistan.

Could our church propose a different option? Instead of sending 30,000 more troops, could we
deliver $30,000 or $300,000 in the hands of Arabic-speaking, multi-lingual persers abl
communicate to one village that they have come as friends to help supplyréaeast need? |
would gladly scrape $1,000 from my limited teacher's retirement incomartohst funding.

If the above action could be repeated in other villages by other denominatiarts grdups,
perhaps our children would not need to continue killing other people's children.

Shalom! Salaam! Peace!
Mildred Howarter

Some of what Mildred wanted is being done by UMCOR in Afghanistan, but they could wse mor
contributions that can be given to the Advance funding for Afghanistan. Centraledbts\vOne
Great Hour of Sharing special offering every year, during Lent, that gadgdl COR. UMCOR

has hundreds of projects in many countries running simultaneously. Fos,detdlat the

UMCOR website lfttp://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcdr/ Go to How to Give then to Ways to Give.
Any person or organization can contribute directly to UMCOR and 100% of yourlngdiatri

goes to UMCOR projects.

UMCOR is currently implementing a program in three districts of Kabulifgcevn Afghanistan
that includes: shelter construction, construction of a clinic, trainimgiadvives, livestock
distribution (cows and chickens), and cleaning of streams and irrigatiomsyste

Karl Eikenberry, our ambassador to Afghanistan, believes that increasespehsing on
development and reconstruction in Afghanistan is vital to our success there

The mission of Central Church is to make real thedve of God through
Jesus Christ and to empower people to share thatue with others.
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