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July 24 – Picnic and Baseball 
 

July 25 – California Grill Fund Raiser 
 

July 30 – Crosseyed Fish Music Ministry 
 

July 31 – Central Family Faire 
 

August 18-19 – Homelessness Experience 
 

August 20 – Family Bingo Night 
 

9:30 Worship Service on Sundays  
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Dear Members & Friends of the Central Endicott UMC, 
As I write these words the final session of the Wyoming Annual Conference has 
concluded and the inaugural session of the Upper New York Conference is at hand.  It is 
a time of unusual transition.  Local churches and pastors are used to transition and change 
at this time of year, but it is highly unusual for entire conferences to undergo change as 
well.  As a pastor in the Wyoming Conference it is odd to think that when my 
appointment as pastor of the Central Church begins on July 1, the Wyoming Conference 
will be no more.  You and I will be part of the brand-new, just-formed Upper New York 
Conference, while our Pennsylvania churches join with those of Central Pennsylvania to 
become the Susquehanna Conference. 
 

The change is hard to fathom.  Yet, the cultures and the communities in which we live are 
changing, and so we must change as well if we are to fulfill our vision and charge to live 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and to be God’s love with our neighbors in all places.  It is 
against that backdrop that I look forward to the next step in my faith-journey pastor of 
Central Church. 
 

Pastor Doug and I have had several conversations about the pastoral change coming to 
Central and what he and I can do to make it as smooth and as seamless as possible.  I am 
in his debt.  Pastor Doug’s graciousness and good humor have made me feel welcome 
and at ease.  The gift of his time to orient me to the building, introduce me to staff, and 
discuss the congregation’s missions and ministries is already invaluable.  He is a 
generous colleague. 
 

Over the past several weeks I have met some of the staff and am grateful that this support 
system for the church is in such fine hands.  I also have had conversations (either in 
person or via e-mail) with a few church leaders.  They and their committees have been 
gracious in adjusting the usual meeting schedules so they and I could meet occasionally 
(just occasionally!) during the summer to get acquainted and make plans for the church’s 
full programming in September. 
 

I look forward to July 4 when we will begin our worship life together.  And I look 
forward to the weeks and months after that as we build relationships and discern what 
God is calling us to be and do in Endicott and across the globe.  We live in a hungry and 
hurting world.  It will be a privilege to share with you in the work of Jesus Christ as we 
grow in our relationship with God, be the body of Christ within the world, and live in 
accordance with the example of Jesus Christ. 
 
In Christ, 
Rev. Mark Marino 
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     On June 4th and 5th, Rev. Doug, Rev. Jan and I attended the Final Conference at the 
University of Scranton with Bishop Susan Hassinger presiding.  Four candidates for 
Provisional Membership on the Deacon track and Elder track, were introduced. There are 
also four candidates for the Order of Elders, including Nancy Hale whose ordination will 
take place at the Upper New York Conference on June 19, 2010 in Syracuse.  Closing 
resolutions to prepare for the new Susquehanna and Upper New York conferences were 
approved.  The following Resolutions were presented and passed: 
- The Litchfield UMC and Little Meadows UMC will join the Upper New York 
Conference.  
- The Emory UMC will join the Susquehanna Conference. 
- The Morris UMC and Garrattsville UMC will merge and become the Morris UMC. 
- With sadness we approved the discontinuance of the Port Crane UMC. 
     With the theme of RETHINK CHURCH, we learned about a Cowboy Church in Pine 
Mill, PA (yes, they come on horseback), and Annette Snedaker has started a church 
called Grace Adventure, which meets at various locations around the area. 
During the Session we were asked to say a prayer as we each tied a knot on a hand made 
quilt that was later gifted to Bishop Hassinger as she goes back into retirement. 
There was also a very special quilt on the wall, originally given to Bishop and Mrs. Ault, 
with squares done by each church in the conference. 
     Bishop Hassinger said she felt like a mid-wife through this process as she watched and 
felt our pain in the process of giving birth to the new New York and Pennsylvania 
conferences.  We were all given a pocket prayer shawl, shared a Love Feast in the 
Wesley tradition and remembered our Baptism as our final act as one Conference. 
     A new Banner for each conference was removed from the wall and the members of 
each new Conference left the Byron Center by separate doors to reconvene in front of the 
Long Center for the Benediction.  Although there were many tears throughout the 
conference, there was also joy shared in our new beginning. 

 
For more information you may wish to check the following: 

www.WyomingConference.org 
Twitter.com/WyomingAC 
www.uppernewyork.org 

http://www.umtv.org/archives/cowboys_rethink_church.htm 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  Linda Holly 
 

CHURCH 
NEWS 
 

Central Family Faire 
Friday, July 30 7-9pm 
7 – 9pm  Crosseyed Fish  
Join us for a fun night toasting smores 
around a campfire and listening to a 
great band! 
 
Crosseyed Fish Ministry is a local 
Christian band.  We are excited they will 
be kicking off our festivities on Friday 
night.  (www.crosseyedfishmusic.com) 
 

Saturday July 31 10am-4pm 
10:00 Petting Zoo 
10:30 Storyteller 
11:00 Magician David Black 
11:30 Chariot Races 
12:00 Grace Adventure Praise Band 
1:00 Storyteller 
 1:30 Mud Painting Demonstration 
 2:00 Storyteller 
 2:30 Chariot Races 
3:30 Primisis Christian Rapper 
 
Events throughout the day: 
Free Food, Old-time Photos, Crafts, 
Games, and Face painting. 
 
 

David Black is a local Christian 
magician who is sure to wow you with 
his magic! 
 
Grace Adventure is the new church that 
Annette Snedaker has started.  The 
praise band will be sharing both secular 
and Christian music.  Check out Grace 
Adventure on Facebook! 
 
Primisis is a Christian Rapper from 
North Carolina.  We are excited that he 
is willing to share his talent at the faire.  
And yes you can understand the lyrics! 
(www.primisismusic.com) 
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This is a great outreach to our 
community and we can’t do it without 
you!  We still need both donations and 
volunteers to make this event successful. 
Stop by the tent in front of the office to 
volunteer or to donate food and supplies. 
Take one or more of the symbols 
hanging on the tent and bring the item 
back to church by July 30.  This will be 
an exciting event for all ages. 
 

Supplies needed: 
Leather laces for braided bracelets 
Tin juice tops (orange juice cans) 
Small burlap bags (for coins) 
Air Dry Clay 
Empty match boxes Parchment paper 
Calligraphy markers Dowels 
Tarps   Face paint 
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We are in need of leaders, helpers and/or 
accompanist for the Cherub (K-2) and 
New Testament (3-6) Choirs in the fall.  
We currently meet from 10:15 to 10:30 
Sunday mornings.  Anyone interested is 
asked to email Tat Baine at 
tbaine1@juno.com. 
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Summer is the time for weddings and 
picnics.  On display are pictures of a 
Sunday School picnic at Ross Park, 1908 
with Rev. George Bell pastor.  Another 
shows women of the church on the lawn 
of the old Brown residence in Endicott.  
More information is in the cabinet. 
 
On June 24 1948, the Mother’s club 
sponsored a Tom Thumb Wedding.  
Bonnie Bodie Harvey and Lewis Pierce 
were bride and groom.  There were more 
than 400 were in attendance.  Pictures 
and a program are on display. 
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On Saturday, July 24 will be our annual 
picnic at Otsiningo Park followed by the 
BMets game.  This is a fun time to relax 
in the park, join in some games (dare we 
say bocce?), enjoy good food and 
fellowship, followed by a ballgame at 
NYSEG Stadium. This year the game 
includes fireworks. Bring the normal 
picnic items- your own meat, drinks, 
table service and a dish to share. A grill 
to cook your meat will be provided. Also 
bring your favorite lawn chair and lawn 
games. Picnic will start at 3:30. we'll 
leave for the game at 6:30. Or you can 
just come to the picnic or the game. Cost 
for tickets is $7.00. Questions - contact 
Knud (khansen3@yahoo.com or 754-
0882). Plan on joining the fun !! 
 

Reminder:  July 4th begins the one 
service at 9:30 am on Sundays.  Come 

for coffee before the service beginning at 
8:30 am in the dining room. 
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How you say?  Well, it is easy!  Just go 
to "The California Grill" restaurant (in 
the former "Yesterdays" location) on the 
Vestal Parkway in Vestal sometime on 
SUNDAY JULY 25 and mention that 
you are here for the "Central UMC Fund 
Raiser" and they will automatically 
contribute 10% of your check (less 
alcohol, gratuity, and tax) to Central 
UMC!  Note that California Grill has a 
Sunday Buffet that runs from 9am to 
1pm--pretty sure there will be quite a 
few "Centralers" there after the service 
on the 25th.  Proceeds help to ease the 
projected gap between anticipated giving 
and Central's 2010 budget. 
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Rev. Tom Taylor will lead us using Peter 
Gomes' book "The Good Book: Reading 
the Bible With Mind and Heart." One 
reviewer states that "In this book Gomes 
ventures out onto one of the most 
dangerous war zones in the current 
cultural conflict: The Bible." Gomes 
presents an argument in favor of taking 
the Bible seriously, and addresses 
himself to those who either trivialize it 
or idolize it and in either case are in 
danger of missing its dynamic, living, 
and transforming quality.  Don and 
Nancy Schoeps will be leading the 
music.  For a flyer about the retreat 
contact Barbara Jones or Mary Belle 
Mitten.  This retreat, sponsored by the 
Wesley Class, is open to everyone in the 
church.  Come join us at Sky Lake for a 
weekend of spiritual growth, good times, 
great songs, a walk in the colorful fall 
woods, and a little time to grow closer 
together.  The cost is $111 per person for 
2 nights lodging, 6 good meals, and a 
meaningful program. 
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Hi, everyone! Hope you’re enjoying 
your Summer! I love this time of year 
because I get more time outside and at 
Sky Lake! It’s great to walk outside and 
see and hear God’s creation all around 
you! Next time you’re out and about, 
take a moment to thank God for his 
creation!  -Erica Heier 
 
Announcements 
There will be no movie night in July. 
July 30 & 31- Central Family Faire!!!!! 
Free games, prizes, food, live 
entertainment! Bring your friends!! 
August 20- 6:30pm Family BINGO 
night in the dining room! 
 
July Birthdays 
Evan Derick  7-1 
Sydney Derick  7-3 
Nate Garris  7-9 
Jordan Donahue 7-11 
Grant Gannon  7-13 
Carlie Gannon  7-18 
Madison Obusek 7-24 
 

August Birthdays 
Mikaela Shelp  8-12 
Dylan Whitney 8-23 
Harley Burrell  9-24 
 
 

 
Hey, everyone! We’ve got lots coming 
up! Be sure to mark your calendars! 
-Erica 
 
Upcoming dates for youth events: 
July 10 & 11- Ramp It Up!  
  Details to come 
July 24-15- Youth Works event  
          at Sky Lake ($25/person) 
July 30 & 31- Central Family Faire!! 
FREE food, games, prizes, and live 
entertainment! Bring your friends! 
August 18-19- Homelessness 
Experience- Details to come. 
August 20- 6:30pm in the dining room- 
Family BINGO Night! 
 
September 18- Wilderness Adventure 
Program in Greene ($22/person)- Details 
to come. 
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Family & friends of Ethel Cartwright 
Rose Harvey on the death of her sister-
in-law, Evelyn Colvin. 
Family & friends of Harold Vanwinkle 
Tom Spencer on the death of his father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you so very much for your cards, 
prayers, concerns and support during 
Harold’s illness and death. A special 
thanks to Pastor Doug for his visits to 
see Harold while in the hospital and a 
lovely service. And a special thanks to 
Nancy Jones for her home visits and to 
Lynn Weston and the UMW for the 
delicious bereavement luncheon. With 
Sincere Thanks, Vivian Vanwinkle 
 

 
Thank you to all who sent me cards and 
the prayers that were offered to me as I 
was sick.  They were very much 
appreciated. Thank you, Joan Thomas 
 
 
On behalf of Central’s UMW, I wish to 
express my sincerest gratitude to the 
ladies who modeled for our Friendship 
Dinner. Martha Petrush, Camille Link, 
Jane Ebert, Claire Labbe, Marybelle 
Mitten, Sue Obusek, Katie Bell, Shirlenn 
O’Brien, Pat Breneman and Carole 
James made Christopher and Banks 
fashions the ‘Toast of the Town’! The 
evening was filled with fellowship, food 
and fun! A Votre Santé 
Deb Fisher, UMW President  
 
 
We want to thank everyone who was 
involved in our baby shower.  Sorry this 
thank you has taken so long, but please 
know we are very grateful and thankful 
for everyone's time, generosity and 
love.  God truly answered our prayers 
through all of you!  Thank you, thank 
you, thank you!!  In God's Love,  
The Hammersley Family 
 
 
Thank you so much for your kind 
thoughts, gracious deeds, and generous 
gifts.  You will always have a special 
place in our hearts for Central Church. 
Doug, Jan, Liz & Bryant Clark 
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Tuesday, July 5 at 12:00 noon  
Apple Dumpling Café, Brooks Rd. JC  
 

Tuesday, August 3 at 12:00 noon 
Plaza Diner, Route 434, Vestal 
 

Please call Millie Jones 754-2869 for 
reservations by the prior Monday.  All 
ladies are welcome. 
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Wednesday, July 28 at 12:00 noon  
Blue Dolphin, Appalachin.  
 

Wednesday, August 25 at 12:00 noon 
Blue Dolphin, Appalachin 
 

Please call Mae Albeck at 797-0373 for 
reservations.  If you are a Miss, Mrs. or 
Mr. you are welcome to attend. 
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We invite you to grow your faith by 
committing to reading the Bible.  You 
can access the readings on the church 
web site (www.centralumcendicott.org ). 
Follow this schedule, and you will read 
the whole Bible in one year!  You can 
also visit the One Year Bible OnLine 
web site (www.oneyearbibleonline.com) 
for even more information and 
customizable approaches to reading the 
Bible!  For a printed copy of the 
readings, please contact the church 
office.   Fellowship Committee 
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This year’s school will be held August 
12-14 at Fatima Renewal Center, Dalton, 
PA.  The studies are “For the Love of 
God: John’s Letters, “The Beauty and 
Courage of Sudan” and “Joy to the 
World: Mission in the Age of Global 
Christianity.”  Although sponsored by 
UMW, the School is open to all women 
and youth in grades 6-8.  Some financial 
assistance is available.  The School is a 
time for reflection, learning, fellowship, 
and fun.  Carole James is attending and 
has more information. 
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Shepherd Supper could use your help. 
Listed below are items we could use to 
help us cut food costs.  A container is 
outside the church office for any of the 
following donations: Ziti, Tomato Sauce, 
Spaghetti Sauce, Canned Vegetables, 
Regular/Decaf Coffee, Elbow macaroni, 
Napkins, Jell-O or Liquid Soap.  In the 
sanctuary next to the greeter’s station, 
there is a can for your loose pocket 
change.  We at Shepherd Supper 
appreciate your help, kindness and 
thoughtfulness throughout the year. 
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by George Harrington 

 
As you can imagine, due to the economy, the Clothing Center has been quite busy supplying the needs of 
people who find themselves in unfortunate circumstances.  At times there are so many who need help it’s 
difficult for the volunteers to navigate in filling up the tables, shelves, and racks.   
 
Our mission is not only to supply the people with their material requirements, but also to assist them by 
listening to the problems that are affecting their lives.  Some of the stories we hear are so sad; we 
constantly pray to God and Jesus to give us the knowledge to answer them intelligently so that we can 
uplift them and send them on their way a little happier.   
 
I write these letters so that people in our church can feel proud that they are accomplishing through the 
Shepherd’s Supper, Clothing Center, Blood Drives and the various organizations what a church should be 
doing – reaching out to our fellow man.  At my age it’s an honor to be in this position to help so many 
people – about 10,000 per year.  I have learned through this experience that material things in life are not so 
important.  The most important thing I have learned is not to judge people and to love everyone.  It does not 
matter to me if they are dirty, mentally limited, physically handicapped, use bad language, have bad body 
odor, or are not dressed properly.  All people are God’s people and should be treated with love and respect 
and most people surely need it.  (At times I get carried away when I write these letters.) 
 
The main reason I am writing this letter is to ask gardeners who have a surplus if you would please bring it 
to the Clothing Center.  I know that some gardeners have a surplus and don’t know what to do with it.  
Bring it to the Clothing Center.  As you are aware, fresh produce is very costly.  Most of the people who 
come to the Clothing Center are on low incomes and are receiving financial assistance.  Many of them have 
small children who need a balanced, nutritional diet of fresh vegetables, etc.  Each year I plant a garden just 
so that I can bring some fresh vegetables for people who come into the Clothing Center.  This year I spaded 
three garden plots so that I could grow more vegetables for the people. 
 
The Clothing Center now has an area where we provide medical devices such as commodes, walkers, 
crutches, canes, shower chairs, braces, etc.  We recently supplied a needy person with an almost new 
wheelchair.  If anyone in the church needs any medical devices, please feel free to come to the Clothing 
Center to see if we can help you. 
 
I am often asked if we accept items other than clothing.  YES.  The Center accepts almost anything except 
large pieces of furniture and extra large items.  Just last week we gave away a desk, a child’s bed, a printer, 
a set of dishes, pans, many books, sheets, towels, pillows, figurines, and drapes besides our usual clothes, 
shoes, toys, belts, ties, etc.  We also save eyeglasses for the Lions and tabs from aluminum cans for the 
Women of the Nile, who give them to the children’s hospital. 
 
I and all the volunteers from the Clothing Center pray that our Heavenly Father and Jesus will grant each 
and every one of you a summer full of good health and much happiness. 
 
God bless,  George Harrington 
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by Mary Belle Mitten 

Many of us have heard and read about Binghamton Mayor Ryan’s “Cost of War” sign that was paid for by 
Veteran’s for Peace and others from the active peace community. I was surprised to see it featured the last 
few moments on a PBS, Bill Moyers segment. 
 
Friend Joan and I went to see the interesting art exhibit on 2nd floor and the digital sign on the west side of 
city hall. The seemingly small sign stated, “The cost of wars in Iraq and Afghanistan is over a trillion 
dollars.”  
 
An ABC article by Richard Wolf, dated 5/14/10, stated that in February the monthly cost, just in 
Afghanistan, was $6.7 billion. 
 
Money gets our attention, doesn’t it?  And that was the point.  What if we were spending that amount on 
building up, rather than tearing down?  War brings horror, death, injury, mental illness, and destruction 
beyond imagination.  
 
A 2003 quote by the late William Sloane Coffin is still all too relevant, ”Disarmament, ecology and 
economic justice are inextricably linked; and only by serving the first, can sufficient funds be freed to serve 
the other two.”  
 
Peace Action (a national organization) wants: 1) a stop to blank checks for war, and 2) creation of a 
withdrawal plan from Afghanistan. 
 
A sign on our refrigerator that I ponder often, says--- “ How does your life help remove the causes of war?”  
(Friends Meeting of Washington-- www.quaker.org) 
 
Peace is possible! “Think of no one as “them”. Question consumption.  Notice the workings of power and 
privilege in our culture. Learn people’s history. Know where your lettuce and coffee are grown. Know 
where your bank banks.  Question military/corporate connections. Refuse to wear corporate logos. Choose 
curiosity over certainty. Enjoy vegetables, beans, whole grains and less meat. Assume that many others 
share your dreams. Judge governance by how well it meets all people’s needs.  Honor indigenous cultures. 
(some of  the ideas from the How to Build Global Community-- www.SyracuseCulturalWorkers.org).  
 
Here is a portion of a relevant statement from the Social Principles of The United Methodist Church 2009-
2012, titled World Community. “God’s world is one world. The unity now thrust upon us by 
technological revolution has far outrun our moral and spiritual capacity to achieve a stable world. 
 The enforced unity of humanity, increasingly evident on all levels of life, presents the Church as well 
as all people with problems that will not wait for answer…………We commit ourselves to the 
achievement of a world community that is a fellowship of persons who honestly love one another .  
We pledge ourselves to seek the meaning of the gospel in all issues that divide people and threaten the 
growth of world community.”  www.umc-gbcs.org.  
�
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CENTRAL STAFF 
Pastor........................................................................................ Rev. Mark Marino 
Education Director ...............................................................................Erica Heier 
Administrative Secretary..................................................................Pat Breneman 
Chancel Choir Director ...............................................................Connie Lamando 
Bell Choir Director........................................................................Denise Johnson 
Music Coordinator/Organist................................................................... Tat Baine 
Treasurer ..........................................................................................Larry Jackson 
Custodian..............................................................................................Vito Longo 
Parish Visitors ....................................................................................Nancy Jones 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.    Phone: 754-6060    Fax: 785-4676 
Email:  centralumc@stny.rr.com    Web Page:  www.centralumcendicott.org  

 
The Central Sentry is published monthly by  

Central United Methodist Church for its members and friends.   
The deadline to submit articles is the 15th of each month. 

The mission of Central Church is to make real the love of God through  
Jesus Christ and to empower people to share that love with others. 


