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PASTOR MICHELLE’S
NOTES

Friends, | have been immersed in the world of homiletics (preaching) this week (May 15-18). There is
probably a baptismal pun in there, and it probably fits, if I'm honest. | have to say, however, that the
Festival of Homiletics in Minneapolis has provided streams of the living water of soul refreshment to
me. | attended this Festival several times years ago, but in the intervening years have managed to
convince myself that | am too busy or too short on time to go. That was a mistake.

You may not know that the preaching world has its rock stars, but it does, and some of them have
been here this week. | was able to hear the Most Reverend Michael Curry, the Archbishop of the
Episcopal Church in the US, and the Rev Otis Moss lll, and Bishop Yvette Flunder and the Rev. Matt
Skinner and the Rev. Shannon Kershner and Dr. MaryAnn McKibben Dana, the Rev Jonathan Merrit,
and Dr. Anna Carter Florence. | swam in the wisdom of these folks as they preached and lectured,
and finally, | tried to keep my breath as Dr. Amy-Jill Levine whizzed through an amazing admonition to
preachers to quit beating up on Judaism.

Hearing different voices from a range of traditions stirs up the preacher’s spirit. We too often get stuck
in our own experience and the experience of our own congregations that we stop listening outside
that circle. Listening to the expert wordsmithing and crafting of phrases to communicate the gospel
convinces everyone who attends (or most of us, anyway) that we could and should preach better
than we do—and we all go home resolved to try, each taking our own spark of inspiration to ignite our
congregations.

Talking about faith, and Jesus, and God is one of the marks of the Christian life. As United Meth-
odists who become members of a local church, we promise to commit ourselves to the work of the
church with our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. | am so excited that we will hear twelve
folks make that promise this month.

As | muse on words and witness and preaching and faith, | am struck by that last one, witness, be-
cause this is what preaching boils down to: The willingness to tell people what we know about our life
in God and what is possible because of it. The truth that makes people nervous is that telling it is not
just up to the preachers in the crowd. The good news is that ultimately, our withess doesn’t have to
be carefully crafted or perfectly phrased; our witness is the way we speak and live what we believe,
and the ways we are willing to acknowledge the work of God in our lives and name the things of God
when we see them, even out loud.

| hope that together, we create effective and magnetic ways of speaking that truth to our congrega-
tion, our community, and beyond, and if necessary, with words.

Still in One Peace,

Pastor Michelle Bogue-Trost



PASTOR
PAULS
NOTES

“A stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.” (Psalm 118:22)

Psalm 118 is one of the final prayer songs of the Passover Feast; the author of the Psalm is referenc-
ing Israel as the “rejected cornerstone” and God made sure that they were put into a place of impor-
tance. New Testament scholars point to Jesus as the cornerstone that was rejected, and then elevat-
ed to the position of cornerstone by God.

The cornerstone is traditionally the first stone laid down by builders when they are creating a new
building. It is usually one of the largest and most solid stones, carefully selected for this important
role. This stone geographically orients the building and all other stones are laid down based on this
one. The importance of Jesus as “the cornerstone” is that we are to look to Jesus for our orientation
and guidance and to be sure that we are lined up with that.

In hiking, cairns serve a similar process. They are piles of rocks (sometimes small or sometimes
large) that mark trails when traditional trail markers cannot be used. Traditional trail markers include
paint marks on trees or plastic disks nailed onto trees. As well as marking the main trail, these cairns
are important as they may indicate turns to side trails, location of water sources, locations of shelter,
or other safety features. | have relied while in the Catskills and they pointed to interesting outcrop-
pings and spectacular views.

1 Peter 2:5 says, “You also are living stones, being used to build up a spiritual foundation.” | see us
as those cairns— marking the trail to Christ, indicating where someone can find shelter, guiding the
lost, helping the hungry find food, bringing people to water and life. We have an important job as
these “living stones”!

Pastor Paul
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All women are invited to attend one of the United
Women in Faith Circles. Please contact the leader for
more information about each circle.

Deborah Circle Tuesday, June 27 (the 4th Tuesday)
We will meet at 6:00 for dinner at a local restaurant.
The place will be decided at our May meeting.
Contact: Pat Breneman, 607.748.3430

Grace Circle Wednesday, June 21

We will meet at Noon in the Community Room at
church. Please bring your lunch.

Contact: Pauline Witt, 607.748.4142

Sarah Circle Tuesday, June 20
We will meet at the Olive Garden for lunch.
Contact: Carole James, 607.757.2629

Upper New York United Women in Faith will hold
their 2023 Mission Thursday, August 17-Saturday,
August 19 at the Fayetteville United Methodist Church
in Fayetteville, N.Y.

Contact Shirlenn O’Brien at 607.754.2546.
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Unlted Women in Faith will have their retreat at
| Sky Lake on September 20th. The program, “The
' Relevance of the Church” will be led by Rev.
| Gladys Blake-Mead. The retreat will be from 9:00
- to 3:30. There will be a continental breakfast and |
| also lunch. The cost will be $20. This will be our '
first retreat in 3 years! J
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CENTRAL
MEN’S
GROUP

Men’s Fellowship June 16th. This
will be the last Men’s Group until
September. Extending the invitation
to all men to join in the fun. Meet in
person for meal and fellowship at 6:00,
join via Zoom at 7:00.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81530597732

Meeting ID: 815 3059 7732
Passcode: 491318

] + American
Red Cross
- Blood
Drive

RED CROSS

BLOOD DRIVE
SATURDAY, June 24"

Central will be hosting another blood drive
on Sat June 24. Helpers are needed to
check-in the donors and to serve snacks.
The times are split so volunteers only need
to help for a few hours. Shifts are 8:00 -
10:30 and 10:15 to 1:00. Please let Knud
Hansen (khansen3@yahoo)
607-759-3378) or the Church office know if
you can help.

Help Save Lives.

Donate Blood.

Donors can schedule to give blood at the
Central Blood drive through the Red Cross
Donor site - Schedule a Blood, Platelet or
Plasma Donation | American Red Cross
(redcrossblood.org)

and search for the Blood Drive at

Central on June 24.



TECH
MINISTRY

As soon as our A/V consultant acquires a
new video switcher (currently on back
order) he will install it. All other
equipment is in good shape at the
moment.

The Youth/Young Adult Tech Intern
program is going well. Some new
persons have come on board, and others
have said they want to take part soon.
While too young for the program at the
moment, a 10-year-old(!) has expressed
interest and begun to get familiar with
operations in the booth.

Summer will present staffing challenges.
Young people will be involved with Sky
Lake camps and adults will be in and out
on vacations and the like. TV

Ministry welcomes inquiries from adults
who would like to know more about
assisting on Sundays, as well as helping
with mid-week preparations and
post-service editing and the like.
Interested persons are invited to contact
the Church Office or stop by the booth
before or after services.

Mark Marino

A KEY PART OF
OUR TEAM

It's time to clean out your junk drawer
and donate those orphaned keys for our
rainbow lanyards. Please drop them off
in the church office.
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We are so blessed and happy to

announce that our Sunday school Kids space
program has been filling up with happy smiling
children. We are so delighted to see the young and
ready to learn minds. As our children’s program is
growing and as we move the kids down stairs every
week we are in need of more adults to volunteer to
help supervise. We don’t want to burn out the
wonderful help that we have. So our intent is to have
everyone on a rotating schedule. If you have a heart
to work with children, and can spare at least one
Sunday a month, we have just a place for you.

Also as we speak about the need for volunteers,
the Faith Formation team is starting to kick off our
summer programs. We have a couple of events in
June that we need volunteers for: First, the church
will have a table and booth at Pride Palooza at
Otsiningo Park on June 10th. That is an all-day
event so even if you have an hour to spare you can
help represent our church and the love we at central
have for all the people of the community. Next, we
have a family movie night June 21st - feel free to
drop in and enjoy a free movie night with the family
Food will be provided.

Lastly we will wrap up the summer with a block
party in August. For this event to be a success we
will need many volunteers. We need people to host
cotton candy stations, games, food, registration,set
up, clean up and many other places. If you are just
unable to volunteer time but you want to help out,
we can also use monetary donations for food or
supplies needed. These events are just one way that
Central tries to show God'’s Love to the community. |
am really glad to be a part of all of it all. If you want to
join in the fun please contact me at 607.427.3684 or
the church at 607.754.6060. Have a safe & Blessed
Summer.

Donna Miller-Kross

VOLUNTEERS

Lkt




CENTRAL
SERVES

The past few months, Central Serves has continued to
refine its focus: education and support for children and
families in Greater Endicott. That's meant working with
schools, teachers, administrative staff and more in our
immediate radius. We’ve met with the principal of CFJ
Elementary, the Community Schools Coordinator of
Jennie F Snapp, and the Family Support Center
Coordinator. It's been quite a winter and spring!

Plus, we've added three board members: Alicia
Thoennes, Shelia Carpenter, and Denise Johnson.
That means the board size has DOUBLED in the past
six months! That’s great news!

So when a new proposal came across our desks
to support mental health for local students this past
month, we were excited to explore it more. Mental
health for students directly connects to our mission
and focus, and is such a big issue.

Have you heard of #HashtagHOPE? It’s run by our
very own Karen Bixby, Central’s Administrative
Assistant, and features pictures of local high school
students with uplifting messages about suicide
prevention.

Karen came to us with a simple request: t-shirts for
the next batch of students who will be featured in the
social media posts. Her goal is simple: use pictures
of youth that their peers will recognize, and post them
with meaningful messages.

We looked at our budget (currently funded by bottle
and can money, keep bringing in your cans!), and
realized that we had enough to pay for the t-shirts.
She’s been paying for the whole #HashtagHOPE
program out of pocket, and that was the least we could
do! Hopefully she’ll share pictures of the next round so
we can post some of the pictures up at Central too!

Looking to serve at Central? Want to get involved with
this important community work? Both Missions and
Central Serves are always looking for mission-focused
friends to serve. Contact Pastor Paul if you're
interested.

Want to know more about #HashtagHOPE or make a
donation of your own? Visit hashtaghope.us for more
information about the program, or call the church
office/stop in and ask Karen about it Laurel O’Connor

CENTRAL
SCHOLARSHIPS

Central Church is again awarding the
Doreen Youngs/Myra Carman/Lolita
Waterman Scholarships to any CUMC
member who be graduating from high
school in 2023 or earlier. Scholarships
are awarded annually with a lifetime
limit of $2,000 per student. This is not
a need-based scholarship, applicants
are accepted for award based on their
engagement with CUMC.

Applications are available in the

church office or on the CUMC website.
Completed applications can be brought
to the church office, or mailed to

the church, c/o CUMC Scholarship
Committee. They may also be e-mailed
to centralumc@stny.rr.com. The deadline
for applications is June 8th. Applicants
must be accepted by, or currently
attending, an institution of higher learning
(e.g. trade school, community college, or
four-year college).




CENTRAL CHURCH EVENTS:

WESLEY CLASS - Breakfast
Thursday, June 8" 10am
Denny’s on Vestal Parkway

WESLEY ZOOM 7pm - JUNE 8"

TAKE ME OUT
TO THE BALLGAME
Saturday, June 15"

It's the annual United Methodist night at the Rumble

Ponies. Thursday June 15, 6:30. Be part of the fun with

our United Methodist family as we cheer the Rumble
Ponies on to another win, Tickets are $11.00 and
available at the Church Office.

Pregame Tailgate-

GARDEN TOUR
Saturday, July 15™

Save the date for the UWF Garden Tour on

July 15. The tour includes 9 gardens in the
Binghamton and Chenango Bridge area. The tour
is a lovely way to enjoy the outdoors and learn
some tips about gardening. This year’s tour is
partnering with two community groups — Lyceum,
a Life-Long Learning Institute and the Preser-
vation Association of the Southern Tier (PAST).
Tickets are $20 and will be available in the church
office beginning in June.

If you'd like to get in the mood for the game, let’s start
with a tailgate in the Church parking for Hot Dogs and
Chips. After that, ride in the Church Van to the game.
If you are interested please reserve your space for the
tailgate and ride by contacting the Church Office.

MONDAY
NIGHT

BOOK STUDY
7:30pm each week

Beyond Belief:
Elaine Pagels
(5 weeks)

FREE MOVIE NIGHT
Wednesday, June 21st 6pm
e Rise of Gru”

“Minions:

Jun5 Chap3
Jun12 Chap4
Jun 19 Chap 5-end

Recipes for a Sacred Life:
True Stories and a

Few Miracles

Rivvy Neshama

Jun 26 Part 1

No book study July 3
July 10 Part 2

July 17 Part 3 and 4

July 24 Part 5
Doors open at 6pm. The movie starts at 6:15pm. July 31 Part 6

Food, Drinks and Snacks Provided. August7  Part7
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PRIDE 2023

Central’s Reconciling Task Force and the Pastoral Team — Michelle, Paul, and Maggie — invite you to join us for
Pride 2023. The calendar for this year is still a bit limited, but we think it is important to add our voices to these
celebrations! Please mark your calendars!

Saturday - June 3, 12:00 PM - Binghamton City Hall
Join us — along with Mayor Jared Kraham, community leaders, and featured speakers as we kick off pride
month and raise the Pride flag in Downtown Binghamton.

Saturday - June 10, 12:00-6:00PM - Pride Palooza in Otsiningo Park

The event (www.binghamtonpride.org) will be held at the Stage area near the exit of the Park. There is plenty
of Parking and a huge lawn for you to lay a blanket down and relax or bring your lawn chair. If you'd like to join
the Central group attending this event, you can call or text Donna Miller-Kross, Faith Formation Coordinator at
607.427.3684 or contact the church office!

Saturday — June 10, 9:30PM - Pride Fireworks Show at the Memorial Promenade Downtown
Join us in Downtown Binghamton on the Chenango River down on the Martin Luther King Promenade to see
the most colorful fireworks show in Binghamton! This one is a little more ad-hoc. We don’t have an official group
going, but it will certainly be a fun time!

Saturday - June 17, 12:00-5:00 PM — Pride Picnic in Greenwood Park, Pavilion 2 (ADULTS ONLY)
Everyone’s invited! There will be complimentary Hamburger and Hot Dogs, Soda and Water. There is the option
to BYOB. There will be some cool lawn games to play, but attendees can feel free to Boat, Hike or Swim while
there. Please remember this is for adults only, since there will be alcohol.

Otherwise, if you are able bring a dish to pass, please do.

If you'd like to join the Central group attending this event — or to contribute a shareable dish, you can call or text
Donna Miller-Kross, Faith Formation Coordinator at 607.427.3684 or contact the church office!

For any of these events, we encourage you to wear some Central-related or other positive-message attire. If
you do not have a shirt/ cap / pin / etc., | recommend searching “United Methodist” on bonfire.com for some
excellent affirming messages. Or you can check out stores (like Target) for some Pride paraphernalia!

More information on these events will be shared in the weekly newsletter leading up to the events.



ALLOCATIONS
SPRING 2023

Did you know that Central UMC gives out grants to
community, national and international organizations
each year? Dozens of agencies and projects (over
100, no doubt) have benefitted from the Allocations
funds since its inception, and the number keeps
growing!

We’re doing things a little differently this year,
though: applications will only be open twice per
year, with deadlines on April 1 and September 1.
This way, we can consolidate all the applications
into two meetings per year and be the best stew-
ards of the Allocations Fund as well as the time of
our members as possible.

Want to know what was approved for funding this
cycle? Here are the projects and recipients:
Charles F Johnson Elementary School

D. Jude Miller Author Visit

Binghamton University Police
Youth & Police Initiative (YPI)

Mercy House of the Southern Tier
Thinklabs One Digital Stethoscope

Innerchange East Harlem
Mobility 2023 Project

Union Endicott Booster Swim Club
Scholarships for families to attend swim lessons, for
next year

Faithful Citizen, Inc
Create a video called “In From the Cold: A Tale of
Two Cities,” a documentary film.

Beds from Brian
Purchase 10 beds and linens in Western New York

There is one more application to be voted on; we’ll
report on that in the next newsletter to round out
this season’s applicants and awards.

Missed this cycle for an application? Know of an
agency or project you'd like to share the application
with? Don’t worry, the application will be up on the
church website again in late summer for the
September 1 round of funding.

Laurel O’Connor

MISSIONS
TEAM

Thank you so much for all the donations of
supplies for our UMCOR Health Kits. I'm not
sure how many we created (as | am writing
this in mid-May), but | am so happy and
grateful for the support!

Our next Special Sunday is June 4th — Peace
With Justice Sunday. Our Social Principles
call us to love our enemies, seek justice, and
serve as reconcilers of conflict. We insist that
the first moral duty of all nations is to work
together to resolve by peaceful means every
dispute that arises between or among them.
Half of the funds collected on this Special
Sunday remain in the Annual Conference

to strengthen social justice ministries within
the local conference. The other half of

the donations collected fund national and
international peacemaking ministries and
grants.

Pastor Paul

ADULT SUNDAY
SCHOOL

Thanks for a great few months of study and
discussion. | have really appreciated all the
dialogue and conversation! And even the diffi-
cult questions! We are taking the summer off
and | will do some planning and plotting (in a
good way). If you have thoughts about what to
do and where to journey- let me know. | look
forward to gathering back together in
September. Peace+

Pastor Paul




COMMUNITY CONNECTION:
IT’S UP TO YOU!

During my time as Associate Pastor, one of my favorite things was bragging about Central to community
groups, and encouraging them to apply for things like the Allocations Grant. Another one of my favorite
things was tabling and getting to meet community members at events, and meeting community leaders.

So when | left my post to go work at Binghamton University, | was really grateful that Pastor Michelle
gave me the space to still be something we called the “Community Coordinator,” who continued to do
those things. However, it's time for me to take a step back - and | have full faith that Central will
continue to grow into a force for good in the community!

Here’s an example of how easy community outreach can be. Just three weeks ago, | got to go to the
American Civic Association because there was a volunteer project there from my full-time job at
Binghamton University. Finding myself at a new organization, | asked a lot of questions and learned
how they’re rebooting their Refugee Resettlement program and in need of both funds and material
donations.

That’'s when | started talking about Central. | told her I'd send her a copy of the Allocations application
when it opens in July (for the September deadline). | told her I'd mention it to Missions and Pastor Paul.
| invited her to come see the Clothing Center, so she could get the refugees clothing (instead of trying to
store all different sizes and seasons, let us help!). | bragged hard, friends, about how mission-oriented
we are.

| didn’t promise anything except sharing the message of what they’re doing to my friends at Central,
and then connected them to existing programs at the church. | didn’t volunteer any of us for more work
than we have. | just shared that Central loves the community and is already doing so much... and to
bring them into our space to meet people like Amy in the Clothing Center.

An update: As of this article, the ACA staff did come to the church! And met Amy, and Pastor Paul, and
Alicia from Missions. What an amazing moment.

Running into community leaders and sharing the story of Central’s ministries and missions... That’s
basically what I've been doing for two years - and now it’s your turn!

Wherever you go, share the story of what Central does for the community, and offer to help them
access those resources! Share the Allocations application in July! Offer to introduce them to Amy, or
to Karen in the office, or offer to connect them with Pastor Paul! This is how outreach and community
connection work.

I’'m stepping down as the official “Community Coordinator” because it's your turn. You can do this,
friends. You can spread the word wherever you go about what Central does for the community. Start
small - don’t worry about starting with a straight-up Sunday morning church invite. Let us build rapport
with people, organizations, schools and more. Let us show who we are, and let God work on peoples’
hearts.

Be proud of who you are, and what you do in the community. It's God’s work to build a stronger com-
munity, and everyone is going to want to be a part. There’s so much abundance at Central that we don’t
always see, but other organizations could really benefit from. Share God’s bounty, build a bigger table,
all that - that’s evangelism, and community connection.

Keep going, and keep growing, friends. It’s your turn.

Laurel O’Connor



PASTOR
MAGGIE’S NOTES

Greetings, Central Church!

As my formal MDiv internship comes to a close, | wanted to take a moment to thank this wonderful commu-
nity for the love, support, and encouragement you’ve offered me throughout the last 8 months.

I’'m excited to see the updated webpage take shape — though please bear with us as this is brought to
fruition! Also, keep an eye out for some short videos on “Progressive Christianity 101” — a series of Pastor
Michelle, Pastor Paul, and | discussing some of what that phrase means, the theology behind it, and re-
sources to explore for anyone interested in learning more. These will all be rolling out over the summer.

There is still a lot that can be done to grow Central’s online presence and offer hope to those seeking
answers, community, and the divine. Hopefully, Central will have more interns dedicating time to this
audience in the coming years to continue this work. | am confident that, if Central does have a future Drew
intern, you all will rally around that person as you have me — and that makes me so glad.

And the truth is, Tyler and | have a very vested interest in this online community being successful
because that is how we will be connecting with Central for the 2023-24 school year.

Tyler and | are moving to Istanbul, Turkey in the fall. He’s been awarded an incredible fellowship there, and
it will give me a chance to be a full-time student and complete nearly all of my MDiv requirements. This is a
monumental shift for us and there are a million things to do as we prepare to go. But I'm already in
conversation with Pastor Michelle and
others about how we can maintain
meaningful connection to Central from
afar. In many ways, you can consider
Tyler and | a pilot for this new, growing
online community of Central.

But let me be abundantly clear: This is
not goodbye. Central will always be the
place Tyler and | found a true church
family. We were here when we got
engaged and then married. We forged
bonds through Companions in Christ,
Café Central, Shepherd’s Supper,
music, AV, Allocations, Church Council,
SPRC, and other facets of this congre-
gation. Central is where | found space to
finally listen to God'’s call on my life to
becoming a minister. It is literally impos-
sible for us to imagine our lives today without Central. We will be here through at least mid-September —
and we will be back — joining online, of course — but (hopefully) in-person as well.

We don’t know what lies ahead after this fellowship or in the years to come as Tyler and | grow in our
careers, but Central will always be a place we call home.

Thanks be to God for the amazing family and beloved community of Central United Methodist Church.

Grace & Mercy,
Student Pastor Maggie Wolford



A PSALM FOR
THE HEART

It has been a singular joy to be able to preach a few
times over the course of my internship. It's one piece
of this pastoral-journey that I've come to love. | love
delving into a passage of Scripture, trying to tease
out something new or interesting or forgotten, and
then presenting that to the congregation.

In my latest sermon, | preached on Psalm 23. At the
end of that sermon, | re-read the psalm as if God is
the one speaking. | was really surprised and flattered
by the response to this, and so | wanted to share
that here again in case it can be a help or
encouragement to you. So, here we go!

Wherever you are, take a moment to breathe deep.
Settle into your space. | encourage you to read these
words aloud and | hope you can feel within yourself
the promise God has for you — you specifically — in
this psalm.

| am the Lord, your Shepherd.

| will take care of you so

that you don’t need a thing.

When you are tired, | will give you rest to restore
you. When you are hungry,

| will give you food to sustain you.

When you are thirsty, | will give you water to steady
you. | promised to let you catch your breath and that
| will send you in the right direction — and | always
keep my promises.

Even though you will walk through some difficult
times and places where it seems as if there is
nothing but darkness — as if even death is looming
over you, do not be afraid. Remember that | am
always with you, even in those times and places,
and | will comfort you through to the other side.

And when you reach the other side, | have prepared
a huge meal of all of your favorite things - you will

feast, and all of the pain and fear will melt away from
you. Your body, your mind, your spirit will be revived.

And not just today — but every day. Every day of
your life, | will be there. My heart will chase after you
because | love you. And that love will be your home
today, tomorrow, for all of your time on this Earth and
beyond.

Thanks be to God for that, my friends. Amen.

Student Pastor Maggie Wolford

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS!

Central UMC will receive twelve new
members in June, some on June 11,
others on June 25. This is such an
exciting time in the life of this
congregation, and you are invited to be
present to welcome each one as we
celebrate!

Our new members:

Jeff and Shelia Carpenter
Pat and Carol Chandler
Cet Fisher

Diana Gildea

Diane Paradiso

Ron and Elaine Platt
Renée Sersen

Gabby Solyian

Beverly Victoria

DID YOU
KNOW?

CENTRAL'S CORNERSTONE

TIME CAPSULE... The cornerstone laid
for the original 1872 building can be seen
in church ground on the corner of

Liberty and Union Street. In 1927, a box
with church papers was placed behind
the present church cornerstone under the
Gethsemane window. In 1988, Central
was celebrating it's 150th Anniversary,

2 men from the church crawled over

a rough floor to find the time capsule.
They foundd it. In 2013 as we celebrated
175 years, found it again. That year, the
trustees hire outside help to bring out the
capsule. In 2013 a more secure and
bigger time capsule was bought. New
items were added to the previousyears’
materials and it was sealed. The capsule
was returned to a more accessible space
behind the altar and under the
Gethsemane window.

Carole James
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